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1. Overview

To fully appreciate the significance of the Commeaith, Britain's global position, it is
important to understand its origins from the BhtiEmpire. Technically, there have been three
empires, the first in France, lost by 1558; theoseldn North America, which became the United
States of America after 1776; and the third wasbalo which became the modern
Commonwealth of Nations after 1949. Each one bkirger than the one before.

The origins of the British Empire can be seen amgdack to the Middle Ages with the
beginning of the conquest of Ireland (1172) andgc@st of much of France during the Hundred
Years' War. However, the modern British Empire barconsidered having started in 1497 with
John Cabot's claim to Newfoundland. The British piien was the largest Empire in
history; At it's zenith, it held sway over a pogida of nearly 500 million people - roughly a
guarter of the world's population - and coveredualdat.3 million square miles (17.4 million
including Antarctic claims)almost a third of the world's total land area. Dgrihe mid-19th
century Britain was the sole developed hyper-powajoying unparalleled prosperity. Britain
was "the work-shop of the world," and even by 18F@ still was producing well over 30% of
the global industrial output, no other nation cogneven close to her production superiority. In
1885 America and Germany can be considered asdaéeicome industrialised, but Britain was
still the world's most developed nation until ardui®13 when she was surpassed by America.
Due to the supremacy of the Royal Navy, Britairytrdid rule the waves for centuries. With
territories scattered across eveontinent and ocean and in every time-zone, theplEarUnder
Palm and Pine" was accurately described as "therengm which the sun never sets." The
Empire facilitated the spread of British technologymmerce, language, and government
around much of the globe through Pax Britannica Bish Imperial hegemony.The
contributions the British Empire made to the worlbde technology, philosophy, literature,
medicine, investment, institutions, and plain adesmnents of mankind have left a profound
legacy.

The British Empire consisted of various territoradsover the world conquered or colonized by
Britain from about 1600. It was expanded by conuegertrade, colonisation, and
sometimes conquest. Over all the Empire was builtcommerce, not conquest. There were
colonies conquered, but they were done for a reasSoninstance, France hired the Mughal
Empire to fight Britain. Britain then fought backdiconquered the Mughal Empire which made
up the Northwest corner of present day India. Tl tentury saw the largest expansion of the
Empire as the British took many former French pssiems in the West Indies and began to
settle in large numbers in Australia in the eardytf the century and later competed fiercely
with other European powers for territory in AfricAt the same time, there was serious
expansion in Asia, notably the acquisition of Spga (1824), Hong Kong (1841), and Burma
(1886), and the South Pacific, particularly theleetent of New Zealand (1840). The final big
expansion of the empire was following World Warwhen former German and Turkish
territories were mandated to Britain and the Doomsi The only serious loss of territory was the
loss of the 13 American colonies in the Americawvdtation of 1776 — 1783, which became the
United States of America. The British Empire wasts largest territorial expansion after the
First World War — after 1918, until the 1940’s, smting of over 25% of the world's population
and 30% of its area.



Since 1949, the British Empire was replaced byGbenmonwealth of Nations. Most colonies

are now independent; today’'s Commonwealth is coegbo$ former and remaining territories of

the British Empire and a few non former British Erepcountries which once belonged to other
powers such as Portugal, France and Belgium. Thean@mwealth is a loose, voluntary

organisation dedicated to preserving human rights @emocracy and is held together by a
desire for membership and the English languageedisas history.

2. British Isles and Europe
England, Ireland, Wales and France

For almost four centuries following the Norman coest in 1066 under William I, Duke of
Normandy, England was dominated by Kings who weftenomore concerned with their
holdings in France. For fully three quarters of time they were native French-speakers. The
Norman symbol, the lion, eventually became the aoi&ngland. In 1154, Henry of Anjou
became King of England and his marriage to EleafoAquitaine placed him firmly in the
ascendancy. His plentiful lands were added to &g wife's possessions, giving him control of
Aquitaine. The riches of the markets and vineyardshese regions, combined with Henry's
already plentiful holdings, made Henry the most edul vassal in France. In 1170, the
Normans conquered Ireland and added an area omastecoast they called The Pale to the
English Crown. King Henry Il was succeeded in 1Dg2his son, the warrior King Edward 1.
He finally conquered Wales in 1282, and made itiacpality to be held by the heir to the
English throne. Scotland became an English depeydanl290, but regained its independence
under Robert the Bruce in 1328, although with alboadjusted in favour of England by Edward
lll in 1334. By then, the Plantagenets were agagogcupied with France. In 1331, Edward IlI,
grandson of Edward |, had declined to do homagieoKing of France, breaking the custom
which had been established in 1066. He did so Isecaot because he wanted England to be
independent from France, but because he had de@idedithout some justice) that his claim to
the throne of France was stronger than its incumidmillip VI. He made this claim official in
1337, beginning the Hundred Years War (which abtul@sted until 1453, with occasional
truces). Edward overrun all of Aquitaine, but cowdt gain recognition of his claim to the
French throne. In 1360 he abandoned that claineturm for recognition of his conquests. By
this time, the ruling class in England had begueakmg English rather than French, although
the royal family remained bilingual. This explaite French mottos ‘Dieu et Mon Droit’ and
‘Honi Soi Qui Mal Y Pense’ in the British Royal Goaf Arms. The three lions on the English
arms represent England, Normandy and Aquitaine.

By 1453 England had lost all its holdings in Frafeecept for Calais, which it kept for another
century, and the Channel Islands, which still renaBy this time, the Kingdom of England was
on the verge of civil war, between the junior Péay@net houses of Lancaster (under the mad
King Henry VI) and York (under Richard, his regento had claimed the throne). The war was
to last 30 years (1455-85), and allowed the Saptegain their pre-1334 frontier. By 1455, for
the first time since 1066 the Kingdom of Englandd h# significant connections with the
Continent. This was to continue under the Tudo#8%11603) who instead concentrated upon
bringing the whole British Isles under their ruléhe siege of Orleans failed when the French
were spurred to take the initiative by Joan of Aktthough she was captured and judiciously
murdered in 1431, her achievements had shatteeeriglish reputation for invincibility.



The "wars of the Roses" -- both houses had Ros#®eassymbols -- would see the end of many
noble families, creating new opportunities for fmat English and Welsh families. Indeed, the
Lancastrian victor of 1485 was Henry Tudor, whosename was derived from his Welsh
grandfather. Many Welshmen even saw Henry VII'sovig at the head of a largely Welsh army,
as fulfilling the prophecy that they would one dagain all of Britain. In 1536 his son Henry
VIl removed the political institutions that hadigshatized Wales as a conquered country,
making it formally part of the Kingdom of Englandut the new united Kingdom was still
generally known as England, and it was Englishwdawch prevailed. Henry VIl is most famous
of course for founding the church of England in 45Bs ambiguous status (anti-Papist, but not
really Protestant) and imposition from above causedrrent religious and political problems in
the Kingdom for a century and a half.

It also made it necessary for Ireland to be ma#d@éngdom in 1541, in personal union with the
Kingdom of England, because the lordship of Irelaiad been a Papal grant. Henry VIII was
proclaimed King of Ireland as well as England andl&¥. During the reign of Henry VIII's
daughter Elizabeth | (1558-1603), English rule dveland was made effective for the first time.
In her reign, the English fleet enabled Englanébtond its first trans-oceanic colonies (in North
America) and prevented an invasion by Europe'stgsegpower by defeating the Spanish
Armada in 1588. The last English holding in Framaes Calais, which was finally lost to the
French in 1558. However, English monarchs continisedaim to also be monarchs of France
until 1801, even though that had been completed, [Bo this day, all that remains of England’s
vast medieval empire in France is the tiny Chamgiahds off the northern coast of France. The
claim to the throne of France was abandoned whenBtlitish Government recognised the
French Republic in 1801. The Channel Islands ahel ¢ Man are self-governing Crown
Dependencies.

On the death of the childless Queen Elizabeth Ergland in 1603, the Kingdoms of England
and Ireland were inherited by her nephew, JamesiSking of Scotland. In this way the British
Isles came under one monarch for the first timeh@&igh James considered himself King of
Great Britain (and Ireland), the parliaments of Bnd and Scotland remained independent of
each other but in a personal union of the Crowhsrtf/ afterwards the first really successful
English colony in North America, was establishedwfboundland had been claimed for England
by John Cabot in 1497 soon after the Americas weeovered. Virginia was claimed in 1607.
By 1664, England had colonies along the easterbhosed of North America including New
England (1620), Pennsylvania and New York and i@ West Indies including Barbados,
Jamaica and Mosquito Coast. Rupert’'s Land aroundkblu Bay was claimed in 1660 and Nova
Scotia was annexed in 1691. During the reign ofgkivilliam of Orange, England and Scotland
also had a personal union with the Netherlands.WWieg George | came to the throne in 1714,
Great Britain had a personal union with Hanoveryirat is now Germany, until 1837.

Scotland

The Declaration of Arbroath in 1320 proclaimed ipeledence for Scotland, which was realised
after the two Scottish Wars of Independence by 1828lish attempts to conquer Scotland had
failed, so it remained independent after 1328.885l the Scottish Parliament passed an act that
chartered a company for trading with Africa and theies. William Paterson directed the first
efforts of the company to found a colony on tharsts of Panama (Darién) to compete with the



Dutch and Spanish for trade. Stock was subscribdehgland and Scotland, but opposition by
the English government and by the East India Compamnised English investors to withdraw.

The company's two expeditions (1698, 1699) failedalise of poor leadership and equipment,
disease, and the hostility of the Spanish; mangsliwere lost. The failure, with its immense

losses to Scottish investors, vividly demonstradedtland's commercial disadvantage outside
the British realm. By the terms of the Act of Uniwith England (1707), creating the United

Kingdom, Scotland secured equality in trade. Inmesin the Darién venture were partially

indemnified for their losses. After the Act of Uniothe English Empire became the British

Empire.

United Kingdom

Today's British state is the latest of several ngaiformed over the last 1000 years. Scotland and
England have existed as separate unified entitree ¢he 10th century. Wales, under English
control since the Statute of Rhuddlan in 1284, tmexcpart of the Kingdom of England by the
Laws in Wales Act 1535 and was confirmed as paBrgjland by 1542.

Resentment towards the union continued in Irelpadjcularly with the treatment of its Roman
Catholic population, who were denied the right edevuntil 1829. An Irish Nationalist party in
the Westminster Parliament campaigned throughcaitl®00’s for Irish Home Rule with the
establishment of an Irish Parliament within the tddiKingdom. This was blocked by loyalists
from predmonantly-Protestant Ulster in the nortHrefand. Home Rule was actually passed in
1914, but put on hold due to the First World WahisTescalated into the declaration of an
independent Irish republic in Dublin in 1916 whietas followed by the Irish War of
Independence (1919-1921). In 1919, a more extrepasty called Sinn Fein which wanted
outright independence for Ireland, won all of tleats in Parliament in Ireland, except for the
Protestant northern counties. They refused to tdler seats and demanded immediate
independence. After bitter fighting which echoesvddo the current political strife, the Anglo-
Irish Treaty partitioned Ireland into the Irish Er8tate and Northern Ireland in 1921, with the
latter remaining part of the United Kingdom. As yided for in the treaty, Northern Ireland,
which consists of six of the nine counties of thshl province of Ulster, immediately opted out
of the Free State and to remain in the UK. Thehlfisee State became an autonous dominion
within the British Empire, later becoming an indeg@ent republic in 1949. The nomenclature of
the UK was changed in 1927 to recognise the demasfumost of Ireland, with the current name
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northeineland being adopted. A devolved
Scottish Parliament, a Welsh Assembly and a Nantivesh Assembly were established in 1999.
Today, Scottish Nationalists seek independence Sootland and a return to the 1603
arrangement with a shared crown but independetiapants.

The United Kingdom, the dominant industrial and itmae power of the 19th century, played a

leading role in developing Western world ideas maiperty, liberty, capitalism and parliamentary

democracy - to say nothing of its part in advanowald literature and science. At its zenith

during the first half of the 20th century, the Bt Empire stretched over one quarter of the
earth's surface. The effects of World War | and M/&ar Il saw the UK's strength seriously

depleted. The second half of the 20th century dasvreplacement of the Empire with the

Commonwealth of Nations and the UK rebuilding itsel
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Europe

Much of France was held by the English kings after Norman conquest of England in 1066.
However, this was gradually lost to the French B%5. The Channel Islands off the French
coast, consisting of the Bailwicks of Jersey anceit@sey, and smaller islands of Sark and
Alderney, remained English and are now Dependerafi¢ise British Crown. The Isle of Man,
situated in the Irish Sea, half way between England Ireland, is also a Crown Dependency.
The Channel Islands and the Isle of Man are naispafrthe United Kingdom, like England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, but are gaVlerning Dependencies with a direct link to
the British Crown, but not the British Government.

During the War of Spanish Succession, which begat701, Gibraltar, a peninsular on the
southern tip of Spain, in the Mediterranean, wasdaged (1704) by a squadron commanded by
Sir George Rooke and a land force of 1800 Engligh Rutch under Prince George of Hesse-
Darmstadt; after three days the city was captu2zdd](ly). In 1713, by the Treaty of Utrecht, it
became definitively a British possession, thougmynattempts were made by the Spaniards to
regain it. To this day, Gibraltar remains a Britmbssession. In 1998, it ceased to have the status
of a Crown Colony and became a British Dependenitdey. Its residents are British Overseas
Citizens. Spain does not recognise British condfoGibraltar and still claims it as part of its
territory. Minorca, off the east coast of Spainsveaptured by the British in 1708 and annexed
in 1714. It was taken by the French in 1756, bus vedaken by the British, along with Canada,
after the Seven Years War in 1763, and was retuimé&pain in 1783. Minorca was reoccupied
by the British in 1798 and then permanently retdrieeSpain by the Treaty of Amiens in 1802.

During the Napoleonic Wars of the early 1800'’s, Bugish recognised that Malta was essential
for the British fleet in the Mediterranean. It waaptured by the British from the French in 1800
and finally recognised as a British colony in thedty of Paris in 1814. Malta became a self-
governing Dominion in 1921, but then reverted beckhe status of a Crown Colony in 1933 for
financial reasons. During the Second World Warl941 and 1942, Malta was besieged and
fiercely bombarded by both German and Italian aftcKing George VI awarded the island the
George Cross medal on 15 April 1942 for gallantryithstanding the enemy air bombardment.
Internal self-government was established in Mait&eptember 1947.

Also as a result of the Napoleonic wars, Britaimgd control of the island of Heligoland, off
the northwest coast of Germany, in 1814. This wasrngto Germany in 1890 in exchange for
British control of Zanzibar, off the east coastAdfica, next to then German East Africa (later
British Tanganyika).

Another prize of the Napoleonic Wars was the lori&dands in the Mediterranean off the coast
of Greece. The British drove the French out ofigitends and annexed them as the Protectorate
of the United States of the lonian Islands in 18Ibey were transferred to Greek control in
1864 out of respect for the wishes of the majooityits people. Today, the United Kingdom,
Ireland, Malta and Cyprus are all members of theopean Union. Gibraltar, the Channel
Islands and the Isle of Man remain British Depemrtes) but are not considered to be parts of
the European Union.
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3. Age of Exploration

Exploration to Colonisation

The first successful British colony was Jamestowinginia, founded in 1607, although there
was an earlier settlement at Newfoundland in 198&. Empire was gradually built over the next
two centuries as the British established colonmesteading posts in many parts of the world, as
well as capturing them from other European empuigdbrs. Settlements were made in Gambia
and on the Gold Coast of Africa in 1618; in Bermudal609 and other islands of the West
Indies; Jamaica was taken from Spain in 1655; inada, Acadia (Nova Scotia) was secured
from France by the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, whiebognised Newfoundland and Hudson Bay
(as well as Gibraltar in Europe) as British. Nevarkre (much of Canada) became British as a
result of the Seven Years' War of 1756-63. In Ndktherica, the Thirteen Colonies along the
Atlantic seaboard between French Canada and Spgalusta were firmly established by 1733.
The colonists had begun to plant cotton in the Téihtury, and this plantation crop was grown
on a very large scale by the late-18th centurys Thimbined with a scattering of settlements in
West Africa and the trade from the West Indies reate the "Triangular Trade': British ships
took manufactured goods and spirits to West Aftcaxchange them for slaves whom they
landed in the West Indies and the southernmogteofhirteen Colonies. The ships then returned
to Britain with cargoes of cotton, rum, sugar, anldlacco, produced mainly by the labour of the
slaves. Britain's prosperity was bound up withdteve trade, until it became illegal in 1807, by
which time the Empire had ceased to be dependem tipe slave trade as other forms of
commerce had become more profitable and Britain stasting to emerge as the leading
industrial nation, inevitably reducing the econongdemand for slave labour. Slavery was
abolished throughout the British Empire by act loé WBritish Parliament in 1833, while it
continued in the United States for another thigang. In the 19th and early 20th centuries, the
Empire made Britain one of the richest and mostgréw nations in the world.

The early growth of the Empire was not laid downamy coordinated plan and it was held
together and administered by whatever means seemst expedient for a particular time and
place. Pirates, traders, soldiers, explorers, @i@nspeculators, missionaries, convicts, and
refugees all played a part in creating the Briishpire. Private individuals or companies often
provided the initial impetus for the explorationdasubsequent exploitation of foreign lands,
frequently in the face of government reluctance, Imcreasingly, British governments were
drawn in to maintain them. One of the early piosesdrBritish settlement in North America was
William Penn, who gave his name to Pennsylvania.

The British ruling class developed a great intenesicience during the 17th and 18th centuries
and what started out as inquiry and explorationalguled to settlement and eventually
colonization. Between 1768 and 1780, scientificah@xpeditions commanded by Captain Cook
explored the islands and coasts of the Pacific @a#ldhe way from the entrance to the Arctic to
the then unknown coasts of New Zealand and Auatrdliowever, the British government
showed little interest in annexing these southard$ until the loss of the American colonies
deprived it of a dumping ground for the convictd atebtors who had up until then been
deported to North America. Perhaps the best-knowamele of private initiative leading the way
was the East India Company. An important excepti@s in the West Indies, where many
members of Parliament had commercial interests smdthere was frequent government
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intervention. However, as the Empire grew, Brithgcame a rich and powerful nation and by
the late 19th century British policy tended towamtiperialism, annexing countries for reasons
of national prestige rather than solely for comrnagain.

Religious Missions

British missionaries of all denominations took tGéaristian religion throughout the Empire.
Although they made relatively little impression places where advanced religions like
Buddhism, Hinduism, or Islam dominated, even insthareas their converts numbered several
millions. Their success was greater in the Wesiekdnd in Africa south of the Sahara. David
Livingstone, a Scottish missionary, explored muéhvbat are now Botswana, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe. Like several other intrepid explorersshsas Richard Burton, John Hanning Speke,
and Sir Samuel Baker, Livingstone explored the RN#e. His journeys also took him to the
Zambezi River and to lakes Tanganyika and Nyasav (Malawi). Following Livingstone's
journeys, the Free Church of Scotland sent a mssidNyasaland (now Malawi) in 1875, and
the country became a British protectorate in 189ear after Bechuanaland (Botswana).

West Indies

The West Indies was a very attractive target foormiaation due to the huge commercial
possibilities of the region, mainly the rum andaugroduced there.

Bermuda was settled in 1609. It has the oldesidPagint outside of Britain. Between 1623 and
1632, English settlers occupied St Kitts, Barbad®tsCroix (later lost), Nevis, Antigua, and
Montserrat. Cromwell's forces took Jamaica from 8paniards in 1655, although it was not
officially ceded until 1760, and the tiny Atlanigland of St Helena was annexed in 1673. Belize
(British Honduras) was governed as part of Jamantéh 1884.

In 1678, England also took control of the Mosqtmast of Nicaragua in Central America. The
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty (1850) between the Unitedt&taand Great Britain checked British
expansion, but relinquishment of the coast wasyeelauntil a separate treaty was concluded
with Nicaragua (1860), which established the autoypof the so-called Mosquito Kingdom. In
1894, the territory's anomalous position was endéen it was forcibly incorporated into
Nicaragua.

Sir William Stapleton established the first fedematin the British West Indies in 1674.

Stapleton set up a General Assembly of the Leewgands in St. Kitts. Stapleton's federation
was active from 1674 to 1685 when Stapleton waseBmr and the General Assembly met
regularly until 1711. The Bahamas became a Britdbny in 1717, but were briefly taken over
by the Spanish during the American Revolution. Hasvethey were returned to British control
in 1783 at the conclusion of that war.

By the 18th Century each island had kept its owrseAsbly and made its own laws, but

continued to share one Governor and one Attornaye@éd Although unpopular, Stapleton's
Federation was never really dissolved but simpbyaeed by other arrangements.
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Between 1816 and 1833 the Leewards were divided iwo groups, each with its own
Governor: St. Christopher-Nevis-Anguilla and An@gBarbuda-Montserrat. In 1833 all the
Leeward Islands were brought together and Domw&s added to the grouping until 1940.

In 1869, Governor Benjamin Pine was assigned tble ¢& organizing a federation of Antigua-
Barbuda, Dominica, Montserrat, Nevis, St. Kitts,g@illa and the British Virgin Islands. St.
Kitts and Nevis however opposed sharing their govent funds with Antigua and Montserrat,
which were bankrupt. Governor Pine told the Colbi#fice that the scheme had failed due to
"local prejudice and self-interest”. Thus the oathievement was giving the Leewards a single
Governor. All laws and ordinances, however, hatidapproved by the each island council. In
1871 the British government passed the Leewarddsl&ct through which all the islands were
under one Governor and one set of laws. Each ishamsl called "Presidency” under its own
Administrator or Commissioner. Like earlier grouggnthis federation was unpopular but was
not dissolved until 1956 to make way for the Fetlenaof the West Indies. The Federal Colony
was composed of all islands organised under Govétimg's previous attempt.

In 1833 the Windward Islands became a formal umiaifed the Windward Islands Colony. In
1838, Trinidad (acquired in 1802) and St. Luciaq(aed in 1814) were brought into the
Windward Islands Colony, but were not given theiwnoassemblies (having previously been
Crown Colonies). In 1840 Trinidad left the Colonyhe Windward Islands Colony was
unpopular as Barbados wished to retain its sepatatgity and ancient institutions, while the
other colonies did not enjoy the association witdrtBdos (but needed such an association for
defence against French invasions until 1815). Tthes individual islands resisted British
attempts at closer union. Barbados in particulaght to retain its own Assembly.

From 1885 to 1958 the Windward Islands Colony csiesi of Grenada and the Grenadines, St.
Vincent and St. Lucia for the entire period. Tobaefo in 1889 when she formed a union with
Trinidad. Dominica joined the Windward Islands Guotan 1940 after having been transferred
from the Leewards and remained in the Colony urib8. After 1885 the Windward Islands
Colony was under one Governor-General in Grenadiaeach island had its own Lieutenant-
Governor and its own assembly (as before). Atterapts Federal Colony like in the Leewards
were always resisted. The Windward Islands Colaoké up in 1958 when each island chose to
join the new Federation of the West Indies as arsgp unit.

The remaining British colonies in the Caribbeanegtdor British Guiana and the Bahamas were
grouped under Jamaica out of convenience and smeetfor historical and/or geographical
reasons. British Honduras was surrounded by hdSplnish colonies and needed the protection
afforded by the Army and Navy based in Jamaicaaddition, British Honduras had been
founded by loggers and had expanded in populatemiypby the settlement of Englishmen
arriving from Jamaica in the late 1600s and earl§0k (with settlers also arriving from England
directly or being born in the colony). So from 178g&tish Honduras was a dependency directly
under the Governor of Jamaica. Then in 1749 the eGwrs of Jamaica appointed
Administrators for British Honduras. In 1862 Britislonduras became a Crown Colony and was
placed under the Governor of Jamaica with its ovauienant-Governor. In 1884 it finally broke
all administrative ties with Jamaica.

13



On 17 December 1918, after a mutiny by the Britisfest Indies Regiment due to harsh
discipline, 60 West Indian sergeants met to fore @aribbean League, which although short-
lived due to internal divisions centred on islamntities, marked a pivotal moment in the
emergence of nationalist movements in the AnglophGaribbeanA memorable and oft-cited
slogan emanating from a subsequent meeting of ¢ague was "that the black man should have
freedom and govern himself in the West Indies drad force must be used, and if necessary
bloodshed to attain that object".

The West Indies Federation was a short-lived faderahat existed from January 3, 1958 to
May 31, 1962. It consisted of several Caribbeaoriek of the United Kingdom. The expressed
intention of the Federation was to create a palitimit that would become independent from
Britain as a single state--possibly similar to theustralian Federation, or Canadian
Confederation; however, before that could happbkge, Federation collapsed due to internal
political conflicts.

Today, the islands of the British West Indies exst separate independent members of the
Commonwealth of Nations. Guyana (formerly Briti€uiana), Trinidad and Tobago and
Dominica are republican members and Jamaica, therBas, Barbados, Grenada, St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, St. Lucia, St Kitts and NeAigjgua and Barbuda and Belize (formerly
British Honduras) are realms of Queen Elizabethelpresented by a Governor General in each
country. Bermuda, a colony since 1609, remaingissB Overseas Territory, along with the
Cayman Islands (formerly governed by Jamaica), Theks and Caicos Islands (formerly
governed by the Bahamas), the British Virgin IsBndMontserrat and Anguilla. An
independence movement is gaining strength in Beanaudi the Turks and Caicos Islands have
considered joining the Canadian Confederation. dthers are too small to become independent
or wish to remain British.

North America

John Cabobecame the first European since the Vikings toalisr Newfoundland (but sdeao
Vaz Corte-Reg landing atCape Bonavist@n 24Junel497. OnAugust 51583 Sir Humphrey
Gilbert formally claimed Newfoundland aBnglands first overseas colony unddRoyal
Prerogativeof Queen Elizabeth. [The island of Newfoundland was nearly conqueng&iench
explorer Pierre Le Moyne d'lbervillein the 1690s, but remained firmly in English hands
Newfoundland celebrated 500 years under the Crovit997.

During his famectircumnavigatiorof the globe 15771580 in which he was ordered to destroy
the Spanishflotillas in theNew Worldand plunder settlementSir Francis Drakelanded on the
western coast dflorth Americain 1579 in what is now northern California andirtiad the area
for Queen Elizabeth &s New Albion. However this claim was later abaretb Following the
early settlement in Virginia in 1607, British coles spread up and down the east coast of North
America and by 1664, when the English secured Newstdrdam (New York) from the Dutch,
there was a continuous fringe of colonies fromphesent South Carolina in the south to what is
now New Hampshire. These colonies, and others fortager, had their own democratic
institutions.

14



4. Early Empire

The Thirteen American Colonies

By 1720, thirteen British colonies existed on wigihow the eastern seaboard of the United
States. In what is now Canada, Rupert’s Land arddadson Bay had been claimed by the
Hudson Bay Company in the 1660's and Nova Scotieafe English in 1691 as part of
Massachusetts and then a separate colony in 1HE3Kihgdom of Great Britain acquired the
French colony of Acadia in 1713 and then CanadathedSpanish colony of Florida in 1763.

There was also an early unsuccessful attempt b¥Kitgdom of Scotland to establish a colony
at Darién, and the short-lived Scottish colonisattd Nova Scotia (Latin: "New Scotland") from
1629 to 1632. Thousands of Scotsmen also partedpat the English colonization even before
the two countries were united in 1707.

From 1756-1763, Britain, whose forces were led amnds Wolfe, defeated France in North
America and took control of France’s possessionshen continent, mostly in what is now
Canada. Britain now controlled the entire eastaelhdf North America from the Gulf of Mexico
to the Arctic Islands. A Proclamation Line was @eetl west of the thirteen American colonies
in 1763, preventing further western settlement rideo to preserve lands for the natives. This
upset many colonists. Spain intervened duringwlason the side of France, so Britain declared
war on Spain in 1762, occupying Manila in the Ripines and Havana in Cuba. These were
returned to Spain at the signing of the peaceyreat 763. Spain was given French Louisiana as
compensation for losing Florida to the British.

A dispute regarding taxes, involving the Americafoaists, roused them to resistance under the
leadership of George Washington, which came toaal e the American Revolution of 1775-
1781 and led to the Declaration of Independencetaluly 1776 of the Thirteen American
Colonies as the republic of the United States ofeAoa. One third of American colonists chose
to stay loyal to Britain, and one of the first ledtin 1776, the Battle of Long Island, was won by
the British and half way through the war, it looKéaek the British would win. The northeastern
part of New York colony declared itself independastthe Republic of New Connecticut (later
Vermont Republic) in 1777. In 1778, the British @avment’s Carlisle Commission offered a
solution of self-government for the colonies unttexr Crown with representation in Parliament.
However, this was rejected by the American ContimleGongress, who then enlisted Britain’s
rivals of France, Spain and Holland which turned war around. British forces surrendered to
American forces and their French, Spanish and Daileds in 1781 and Great Britain recognised
the independence of the United States in 1783. ggeWrashington became the republic’s first
President. American colonists who remained loyalGeat Britain, called United Empire
Loyalists, fled to the Bahamas and to Canada attbdemostly in southern Ontario and the
Maritimes. Many Ontario cities and towns were foeddby these loyalists. British East and West
Florida, taken from France and Spain in 1763, wexed to Spain in 1783 for the return of the
Bahamas to British control. Florida was annexedhsyU.S. President in 1819. The Vermont
Republic joined the United States as the 14th atai&91.
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The British Empire
In 1763




THE THIRTEEN
AMERICAN
COLONIES

The Canadian Colonies

The Canadian colonies, some of which were takem ffyance in 1763, remained loyal to

Britain. Constitutional development in Canada stnvith an act of 1791. After being renamed
the Province of Quebec, the former French Canadadnaded in two Provinces, the Canadas,
consisting of the old settled country of mainly kel-speaking Lower Canada (today Quebec)
and the newly settled Upper Canada (today Ontame)nly English-speaking.
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In the War of 1812, the U.S.A. tried unsuccessftdlyannex Canada with many battles fought in
what is now southern Ontario. The British and Canadroops under General Isaac Brock
successfully defeated the invading Americans. Acagriforces had occupied and burned down
the Town of York (Toronto). In retaliation Britisttoops burned Washington D.C. The war
ended with no political or boundary changes.

In the north, the Hudson's Bay Company activelgidtafor fur with the indigenous peoples, and
had competed with French fur traders. The companyecto control the entire drainage basin of
Hudson Bay called Rupert's Land. The small partthefHudson Bay drainage which are south
of the 49th parallel went to the United Statesnrthe Anglo-American Convention of 1818.
However, in both the Canadas, there was suffiaisitontent to lead to rebellion in 1837. A
Declaration of Independence was even issued bylyn&sench-speaking rebels in Lower
Canada (Quebec). After the suppression of thesgsisLord Durham was sent out to advise on
the affairs of British North America; his reportulgished in 1839, became the basis for the
future structure of the Empire. In accordance with recommendations, the two Canadas were
united in 1840 and given a representative legi@atiouncil of their own: the beginning of
colonial self-government. In 1849, the addition\dncouver Island stretched British North
America to the west coast.

South America

South America is the one part of the world wheréidr expansion was rather small. Only
British Guiana, taken from the Dutch in 1804, amel Falkland Islands and its dependencies - the
South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands - annexé@&33, were successfully added to the
British Empire in this part of the world. Venezuatlaimed a large part of western British
Guiana, which it still claims today. Argentina ces the Falkland Islands and its dependencies,
calling them the Malvinas. This dispute erupted imtar in 1982 when Argentina invaded the
islands, but were defeated by the British.

Britain, at one time, did have plans for a muclgéarempire in South America. After the loss of
the North American colonies, the British decidecexpand into the Spanish Colonies of South
America. In 1795, a Scot by the name of Nicholasdittart wrote a white paper clearly
outlining a way to take South America away from iBpahe British Government initially
approved the Vansittart plan but later cancellecitt797. Major General Sir Thomas Maitland
revised the Vansittart plan in the early 1800's.

The British Government approved this plan and litseguently changed its name to the Maitland
plan. The Maitland plan was put into effect durthg Napoleonic War in 1806. Great Britain
used the fact that Spain was now technically anadlFrance as the excuse to start the war.
Great Britain sent an expeditionary force of 1,606n to invade Buenos Aires, in Argentina,
under General William Carr. This attempt failedy@ar later, an invasion army of 11,000 men
arrived in Buenos Aires under the orders of Gendddin Whitelocke. At the same time, a
second fleet with 4,000 men captured Montivedeo aseld the city as a staging post and
communications centre. The Spanish colonial auiksrin Buenos Aires were made to swear
allegiance to the British Crown. The people of BagAires single-handedly defeated this huge
invasion force in hand-to-hand and street-by-stfagting. A British force commanded by
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Lieutenant-General David Baird and Admiral Sir Hofepham took the Dutch colony of the
Cape of Good Hope in 1805. The following year, aléen British force of 1,500 men under
Colonel William Carr Beresford was sent across Soeith Atlantic to invade the Plata region,
departing on 14 April 1806. The Spanish Viceroyriflas Rafael de Sobremonte, had asked the
Spanish Crown for reinforcements many times, but@e@ men arrived. The residents of the city
were pleased to see the British arrive at firdshalgh some feared becoming a British colony
and favoured independence.

However, one of the first measures of Beresford teadecree free commerce and reduction of
port taxes. This measure displeased the merchahts benefited from the Spanish monopoly,
and so they gave their support to the resistan@nch marine officer Santiago de Liniers y
Bremond, in service to the Spanish Crown, organibedre-conquest of Buenos Aires from
Montevideo, with help of the city governor Ruiz kabro. Also of importance was the
participation of Juan Martin de Pueyrreddn, chiethe urban militias. On 4 August, 1806,
Liniers landed at Las Conchas, north of Buenos shiend advanced with a mixed force of
Buenos Aires line troops and Montevideo Militia & the city. After two days of fighting,
Beresford surrendered on 12 August 1806.

Lieutenant-General John Whitelocke commanded tlitesBiforces in the second invasion. On 3
February 1807, Montevideo was captured in a joiilitary and naval operation using British
reinforcements of 8,000 men under General Sir Shdwehmuty and a naval squadron under
Admiral Sir Charles Stirling. On 10 May, Lieuteng®éneral John Whitelocke arrived in
Montevideo to take overall command of the Britigiices on the Rio de la Plata. On 1 July,
Liniers was defeated in the environs of the citinaly, three days after defeating Liniers,
Whitelocke resolved to attack Buenos Aires. Trugtime superiority of his soldiers, he divided
his army into 12 columns and advanced without timéegtion of the artillery. His army was met
on the streets by a determined militia, and fighttontinued on the streets of Buenos Aires on 4
July and 5 July. Whitelocke underestimated the ingyee of urban combat, in which the
inhabitants of the city overwhelmed the Britishops. By the end of 5 July, the British
controlled Retiro but the city's centre was stillthe hands of the defenders, and the invaders
were demoralized.

At this point, a Spanish counter-attack defeatedymanportant British commanders, including

Robert Crauford and Dennis Pack. Then Whitelockeppsed a 24-hour truce, which was
rejected by Liniers, who ordered an artillery atta&fter having more than half his forces killed

and captured, Whitelocke signed a ceasefire wittieks on 12 August. He left the Rio de la
Plata basin taking with him the British forces indBos Aires, Montevideo, and Colonia. Less
than three years after the second invasion, the R&axolution took place in 1810, as a prelude
to the Declaration of Independence of Argentinal®16. Sir Thomas Maitland moved on to

become Governor of Ceylon.

The planned extensive British Empire in South Awreenvas never established as most of the
countries on the continent became independent én eidwly 19th Century. Argentina did,
however, become part of Britain’s ‘informal empir®any British people decided to settle in
Argentina and the country has a large British comityuof over 500,000 people, including a
Welsh-speaking community in Patagonia at the centia southern end, which was unclaimed
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until 1902. In that year, the Patagonian Welsh oosssfully petitioned the Colonial Office in
London for Britain to annex Patagonia into the iBhit Empire. Patagonia became part of
Argentina, which had developed a very close fridalgvith Britain.

The United Kingdom was one of the first countriesdgcognise the independence of Argentina,
in a treaty of 1825. English arrivals and investtqdayed a large part in the development of the
rail and tramways of Argentina, and of Argentingi@agture, livestock breeding, processing,
refrigeration and export. At one point in the 1@#ntury, ten per cent of the UK's foreign
investment was in Argentina, despite not being brgo In 1939, 39% of investment in
Argentina was British. The British built infrasttuce and invested heavily in Argentina, which
would last for over 150 years. This came to an witl the invasion of the British-controlled
Falkland Islands by Argentina in 1982.

The British colony of the Falkland Islands alsoluged South Georgia, the South Sandwich
Islands and, after 1908, it also included Britishtactica. The British Antarctic Territory
became a separate British Dependency in 1962 anth Seeorgia and the South Sandwich
Islands became a separate British territory in 18886r the Falklands War with Argentina.

Largest Expansion Of Empire

The British Empire underwent several growth ‘spurls largest expansion was during the
Victorian era (1837 to 1901). During the first halff the nineteenth century, expansion of the
Empire was mostly in Asia with the creation of thdian Empire by 1877 and the annexation of
Burma in the 1880’s. Aden was annexed in 1839 anohweasion of Afghanistan was launched

during the same year. Britain also establishedeggmce in Malaya and annexed Hong Kong.
The surrounding New Territories were added to Hé&tapg by a 99-year lease in 1898.

Additions were also made to British possession€anada, Australia and India. New Zealand
was annexed in the 1840's and many islands in #o#i® were added to the Empire after the
annexation of the Fiji Islands in 1870.

The end of the nineteenth century saw the ‘GrabAbica’ with the annexation of large
stretches of the African continent. In 1815, Britaiad only toeholds in the Cape of Good Hope
and in west Africa. In 1882, Britain occupied Egyutd the major African additions soon
followed. The Berlin Conference of 1884 was a largeting of European leaders to decide how
to carve up Africa among the European powers. Nicams were represented or had any input.
Throughout the 1880’s and 1890’s, Britain’'s westiédn possessions were expanded and a
great north-south corridor of British rule was ¢eshup the east side of Africa ultimately
connecting the Cape of Good Hope with Egypt under duidance of Cecil Rhodes and his
‘Cape to Cairo’ plan with the annexation of RhodesNyasaland, British East Africa,
Somaliland and the Sudan. This ended with the aatiex of the Boer Republics of the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State on the coaola$ithe Boer War in 1902. In 1910, these
were united with the Cape Colony and Natal to famew Dominion known as the Union of
South Africa. Only German East Africa then stoodhe way of the completion of this ‘Cape to
Cairo’ corridor. In 1908, Britain laid claim to arbe section of Antarctica, immediately south of
the Falkland Islands. Australia also claimed péthe Antarctic in 1933.
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The final large expansion of the British Empire eaatter the First World War in 1919, when
former German colonies in Africa and the Pacificdrmae British, thus completing the British
‘Cape to Cairo’ corridor in Africa, and the annagatof former Ottoman Turkish provinces in
the Middle East of Palestine and Mesopotamia (Ir&dfer a rebellion against the British in
1919, Egypt gained independence in 1922, but withsB occupation of the Suez Canal Zone
continuing. The British Empire therefore reachedwidest extent between the two world wars
in the period 1918 to 1942. Japan occupied thasBriar Eastern possessions after 1942. These
were restored to British control in 1945 and ltaltarritories in North Africa were administered
by Britain also in 1945. However, by this time, ienjalism was no longer acceptable and Britain
was severely economically weakened, so by 1948Ethpire began its decline. It was said that
the ‘sun never set on the British Empire’ becahseetmpire was so vast and far-flung that it was
never out of daylight somewhere. In 1904, celebrattf Empire Day throughout the British
Empire on 24 May, the late Queen Victoria’'s birthdbegan. Queen Victoria’s birthday was
chosen for Empire Day as she was the sovereignreilgaed over the largest expansion of the
Empire during the 1® Century and she became the first Empress of Ifttie. Empire Day
holiday usually consisted of fireworks, partiesgh and patriotic songs. This lasted until 1958
when it was renamed as Commonwealth Day. In th€ $9Zommonwealth Day was moved to
the second Monday in March to mark a break fromittingerial past. Empire Day continues to
be celebrated in Canada as Victoria Day.

The British Empire was originally overseen in thatiBh Government by two offices — the
Colonial Office (responsible for the dominions,aks and protectorates) and the India Office
(responsible for the British Indian Empire and Adeneach office with its own Secretary of
State. The Foreign Office handled diplomatic relasi with foreign non-British Empire
countries. The Dominions Section of the Coloniali¢@f was established in 1907 to oversee the
then newly-created self-governing dominions. Asdbeninions became more autonomous after
the First World War, a separate Dominions Officeswaeated in June 1926 with its own
Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs.

5. Height of Empire

Canada

Fear of further American invasion of Canada ledatanovement among leading Canadian
colonial politicians for a unified federation ofettBritish North American colonies which would
be strong, united, self-governing and could defésalf. With the British North America Act of
1867, the autonomous Dominion of Canada came iristemce with the union of Ontario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia with SirnJéh MacDonald as the first Prime
Minister. Later, further territories were addediutite federal government of the Dominion of
Canada controlled all the northern part of the io@mt, except Alaska, which belonged to the
U.S.A. Manitoba in 1870, British Columbia in 18Frjnce Edward Island in 1873, followed by
Alberta and Saskatchewan in 1905 all became presinaf the Dominion. The British
Government transferred the Arctic islands in themto the Dominion government in 1880. The
northern parts of Canada remain to this day agdees. Canada gained full autonomy within
the British Empire in 1931.
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In 1854, Newfoundland was granted responsible gowent by the British government.
Newfoundland remained a colony until acquiring doiom status as the Dominion of
Newfoundland on September 26, 1907, along with N@&aland. It successfully negotiated a
trade agreement with the United States but thasBrigovernment blocked it after objections
from Canada. In 1927, the Judicial Committee of Brery Council in London settled the
boundary dispute between Quebec and Labrador igrin Newfoundland’s favour. In 1934,
the Dominion, because of financial difficulties, svabliged to give up its self-governing status
and a British Commission of Government took itscplaFollowing World War I, the
Commission held elections for the Newfoundland of@i Convention which debated the
dominion's future in 1946 and 1947. Two referergaulted in which Newfoundlanders decided
to end the Commission, and join the Canadian Caméobn in 1949 as Canada’s tenth
province. Currently, a movement is underway to mtanthe idea of the Turks and Caicos
Islands, a British colony in the Caribbean, to gdg$ecome Canada’s eleventh province.

India

India was at the heart of the British Empire buivés initially controlled, not directly by the
British government, but through the East India Camp This huge company, chartered in 1600,
set up a number of factories, as their trading pastre called, and steadily increased its
possessions and the territories over which it heddty rights until its power extended from
Aden in Arabia to Penang in Malaya, both vital pat call for company vessels plying between
Britain, India, and China. Robert Clive, the fiBtitish Governor of Bengal, established the
Company’s great military power. The East India Camp was the most powerful private
company in history, controlling India partly by eat rule and partly by a system of alliances
with Indian princes, maintained by the Company'svgrdul army. The company's political
power was ended by the Indian War of Independereferted to by the ruling British as the
‘Indian Mutiny’) in 1857.

The rebellion began with mutinies by sepoys of Bengal Presidency army; in 1857 the
presidency consisted of present-day Bangladeshthenbhdian states of West Bengal, Bihar and
UP. However, most rebel soldiers were from the Bflan, and, in particular, from Northwest
Provinces (especially, Ganga-Jumna Doab) and Oadd, many came from landowning
families. Within weeks of the initial mutinies—alset rebel soldiers wrested control of many
urban garrisons from the British—the rebellion wa@sed by various discontented groups in the
hinterlands, in both farmed areas and the backwo®ds latter group, forming the civilian
rebellion, consisted of feudal nobility, landlordseasants, rural merchants, and some tribal
groups

Although this revolt was put down, it resulted e tCrown taking over the government of India
in 1858; Queen Victoria was proclaimed empressndfal on 1 Jan 1877. India then became
known as the Indian Empire and the vice-regal sgr&ative was called a Viceroy. The British
army fought two wars with Afghanistan (1839-41 at®i’8-80) to protect India's northwest
frontier and invaded Tibet in 1904. A semi-proteate existed in Afghanistan from 1880 to
1919 with Britain controlling the country’s foreigmaffairs. Afghanistan declared full
independence during the Third Afghan War (1919-)98titish influence in Nepal began in
1857 with the country having a very pro-British dirNepal's independence was recognised by a
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Treaty of Friendship with Britain in 1923. Burma svpart of India until 1937. In that year it
became a separate British colony.

Following the Indian Rebellion of 1857, the Act tbe Better Government of India (1858) made
changes in the governance of India at three leueldie imperial government in London, in the
central government in Calcutta, and in the proahgovernments in the presidencies (and later
in the provinces).

In London, it provided for a cabinet-level Secrgtaf State for India and a fifteen-member

Council of India, whose members were required, s prerequisite of membership, to have
spent at least ten years in India and to have dorme more than ten years before. Although the
Secretary of State formulated the policy instrutdsido be communicated to India, he was
required in most instances to consult the Courmit, especially so in matters relating to

spending of Indian revenues. The Act envisagedsteBy of "double government" in which the

Council ideally served both as a check on excessasperial policy-making and as a body of

up-to-date expertise on India. However, the Segretd State also had special emergency
powers that allowed him to make unilateral decisj@nd, in reality, the Council's expertise was
sometimes outdated.

Suzerainty over 175 Princely States, including sahéhe largest and most important, was
exercised (in the name of the British Crown) bytengovernment of British India under the

Viceroy; the remaining, approximately 500, stategrev dependents of the provincial

governments of British India under a Governor, témant-Governor, or Chief Commissioner

(as the case might have been). A clear distindiietween "dominion” and "suzerainty" was

supplied by the jurisdiction of the courts of late law of British India rested upon the laws
passed by the British Parliament and the legistapewers those laws vested in the various
governments of British India, both central and lpgacontrast, the courts of the Princely States
existed under the authority of the respective sutérthose states.

In Calcutta, the Governor-General remained heatefsovernment of India and now was more
commonly called the Viceroy on account of his selewy role as the Crown's representative to
the nominally sovereign princely states; he wasydwer, now responsible to the Secretary of
State in London and through him to British Parliameé\ system of "double government" had
already been in place in the East India Comparg/irulndia from the time of Pitt's India Act of
1784. The Governor-General in the capital, Calcuttad the Governor in a subordinate
presidency (Madras or Bombay) was each requirecbtsult his advisory council; executive
orders in Calcutta, for example, were issued in riaeme of "Governor-General-in-Council”
(i.e.the Governor-General with the advice of theu@nl). The Company's system of "double
government" had its critics, since, from the tinfeh® system's inception, there had been been
intermittent feuding between the Governor-Genenal lis Council; still, the Act of 1858 made
no major changes in governance. However, in thesyieamediately thereafter, which were also
the years of post-rebellion reconstruction, theeviy Lord Canning found the collective
decision-making of the Council to be too time-canswg for the pressing tasks ahead. He
therefore requested the "portfolio system" of aedtstive Council in which the business of each
government department (the "portfolio”) was assigh@ and became the responsibility of a
single Council member. Routine departmental deassivere made exclusively by the member,
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however, important decisions required the consétiie Governor-General and, in the absence
such consent, required discussion by the entireciikee Council. This innovation in Indian
governance was promulgated in the Indian CounatsoA1861.

At the turn of the 20th century, British India c@ted of eight provinces that were administered
either by a Governor or a Lieutenant-Governor. Tokowing table lists their areas and
populations (but does not include those of the déeet Native States): During the partition of
Bengal (1905-1911), a new province, Assam and Basgal was created as a Lieutenant-
Governorship. In 1911, East Bengal was reunitett Bgngal, and the new provinces in the east
became: Assam, Bengal, Bihar and Orissa

The Indian National Congress was founded in 188push for greater self-government for
India. The first steps were taken toward self-gowent in British India in the late 19th century
with the appointment of Indian counsellors to adwise British viceroy and the establishment of
provincial councils with Indian members; the Bitisubsequently widened participation in
legislative councils with the Indian Councils Adt 1892. Municipal Corporations and District
Boards were created for local administration; thegluded elected Indian members.

The Government of India Act of 1909 — also knownths Morley-Minto Reforms (John
Morley was the secretary of state for India, anlb&t Elliot, fourth earl of Minto, was viceroy)
— gave Indians limited roles in the central andvproial legislatures, known as legislative
councils. Indians had previously been appointedegpslative councils, but after the reforms
some were elected to them. At the centre, the ntyjof council members continued to be
government-appointed officials, and the viceroy waso way responsible to the legislature. At
the provincial level, the elected members, togettién unofficial appointees, outnumbered the
appointed officials, but responsibility of the gover to the legislature was not contemplated.
Morley made it clear in introducing the legislatiimmthe British Parliament that parliamentary
self-government was not the goal of the British ggowent. The Government of India Act of
1919 set up further reforms. In the 1920’s, theteahpnd government of the Indian Empire was
moved to a new city called New Delhi. The Governtm&nindia Act of 1935 set up the Indian
Empire as an autonomous federation with its owigment, almost as a Dominion. Burma was
separated from the Indian Empire in that year aachine a separate colony. Aden, near the
Persian Gulf, was also governed by the India Officeondon.

East Indies

When the Netherlands came under French occupdtitdB8¢1815) the East India Company took
the opportunity to occupy parts of the East Indgegh as Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) annexed to
the East India Company in 1796. In 1819, Sir ThorStenford Raffles, an official with the
British East India Company, established Singapera mading post and settlement.

In 1818, Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles was appoistedhe Lieutenant Governor of the British
colony at Bencoolen. He was determined that Brisisbuld replace the Dutch as the dominant
power in the archipelago, since the trade routevéset China and British India, which had
become vitally important with the institution ofetopium trade with China, passed through the
archipelago. The Dutch had been stifling Britishde in the region by prohibiting the British
from operating in Dutch-controlled ports or by dijng them with high tariff. Raffles hoped to
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challenge the Dutch by establishing a new port gltre Straits of Malacca, the main ship
passageway for the India-China trade. He convirgad Hastings, the Governor-General of
India and his superior at the British East Indianpany, to fund an expedition to seek a new
British base in the region. The British briefly edl the island of Java from 1811-1816.
Bencoolen and Java were recognised as Dutch inAtiggo-Dutch Treaty of 1824. Britain
concentrated on establishing itself further nontlBorneo and Malaya.

Raffles arrived in Singapore on 29 January 1819 sowh recognised the island as a natural
choice for the new port. It lay at the southern dipthe Malay peninsula, near the Straits of
Malacca, and possessed a natural deep harboun, raer supplies, and timber for repairing
ships. Raffles found a small Malay settlement, waithopulation of a few hundreds, at the mouth
of the Singapore River, headed by Temenggong AlRRRtirman. The island was nominally ruled
by the Sultan of Johor, Tengku Rahman, who wasroled by the Dutch and the Bugis.
However, the Sultanate was weakened by factionasidn and Temenggong Abdu'r Rahman
and his officials were loyal to Tengku Rahman'selorother Tengku Hussein (or Tengku Long)
who was living in exile in Riau. With the Temenggé help, Raffles managed to smuggle
Hussein back into Singapore. He offered to recaghigssein as the rightful Sultan of Johor and
provide him with a yearly payment; in return, Hueseould grant the British the right to
establish a trading post on Singapore. A formahtyrevas signed on 6 February 1819 and
modern Singapore was born

When the British government took over from the camp it also acquired the Straits
Settlements and by 1914 all Malaya was under Britisntrol. Britain gained Hong Kong as a
result of the Opium Wars (1839-42) and Kowloon wedded to the colony after a second Opium
War (1856-58). The surrounding New Territories wadeled to Hong Kong in a 99-Year lease
in 1898. In the same year, Weihaiwei, on the nadhern coast of China, was leased by Britain
for 25 years. It was returned to China in 1930.mBar(now Myanmar) became a province of
British India in 1886 after a series of Anglo-BuiseéVNars from 1824. In Borneo, Sarawak was
ruled as a personal possession by James Brookemarfsoldier of the East India Company, and
the British North Borneo Company acquired Sabah888. The sultanate of Brunei, which had
formerly possessed Sarawak and Sabah (British NBdmeo), itself came under British
protection in the same year. Labuan, Malacca, Rgrdingapore and the Straits Settlements on
and near the Malay peninsula formed the Federatdy\states.

Australia, New Zealand and Oceania

In Australia, claimed for the British by Captaimiss Cook, colonization began with the desire
to find a place for penal settlement after the losshe original American colonies. The first
shipload of British convicts landed in Australialii88 on the site of the future city of Sydney.

The expedition of the Endeavour under command iisBrRoyal Navy Lieutenant James Cook
navigated and charted the east coast of Austrab&jng first landfall at Botany Bay on 29 April
1770. Cook continued northwards and before leayingashore on Possession Island in the
Torres Strait off Cape York on 22 August 1770. Heeeformally claimed the eastern coastline
he had discovered for the Crown, naming it New BaMales. Given that Cook was a British
explorer and his discoveries would lead to the iBritsettlement of Australia, he is often
popularly considered its European discoverer, aljhohe had been preceded by many—and by
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Janszoon in particular—more than 160 years pribe fRvourable reports of these lands relayed
by Cook's expedition upon their return to Englaedeayated interest in its offered solution to the
problem of penal overcrowding in Britain, which hagen exacerbated by the loss of its
American colonies. Accordingly, on 13 May 1787, ttie ships of the First Fleet set sail from

Portsmouth, England, bound for Botany Bay.

The British Crown Colony of New South Wales stanéth the establishment of a settlement at
Sydney Cove by Captain Arthur Phillip on 26 Janubrg8. This date later became Australia's
national day, Australia Day. These islands incluttezl current islands of New Zealand, which
was administered as part of New South Wales. Vamen's Land, now known as Tasmania,
was settled in 1803 and became a separate cold§2iH. New South Wales was opened to free
settlers in 1819. Britain formally claimed the wastpart of Australia in 1829. Separate colonies
were created from parts of New South Wales: Souiktralia in 1836, New Zealand in 1840,
Victoria in 1851, and Queensland in 1859. The NamhTerritory was founded in 1863 as part
of the Province of South Australia. In 1829, theaBwRiver Colony was declared by Charles
Fremantle for Britain, which later became Westemmsttalia, with Albany coming under the
authority of the governor at Perth. Western Auitralas founded as a free colony but later
accepted transported convicts because of an atbend shortage. The transportation of convicts
to Australia was phased out between 1840 and 1868.

In 1853 transportation of convicts was abolishedgodd rush began in Australia in the early
1850s, and the Eureka Stockade rebellion in 1854 am early expression of nationalist
sentiment; the flag that was used to represenast been seriously considered by some as an
alternative to the Australian flag. The gold rushesught many immigrants from Great Britain,
Ireland, Europe, North America and China. Betweeb5l1 and 1890, the six colonies
individually gained responsible government, manggost of their own affairs while remaining
part of the British Empire. The Colonial Office irondon retained control of some matters,
notably foreign affairs, defence and internatioshipping. The gold led to a period of great
prosperity, but eventually the economic expansame to an end, and the 1890s were a period
of economic depression.

Before the end of the century five Australian coésn- New South Wales, Western Australia,
South Australia, Victoria, Queensland - and thandl colony of Tasmania had each achieved
self-government; an act of the Imperial Parliameit Westminster created the federal
Commonwealth of Australia, a self-governing Dommio 1901.

New Zealand, annexed in 1840, was at first a degg@ndof New South Wales. In 1788, the
colony of New South Wales had been founded. Acogrdio Captain Phillip's amended
Commission, dated 25 April 1787, the colony incldiddl the islands adjacent in the Pacific
Ocean within the latitudes of 10°37'S and 43°39Hchvincluded most of New Zealand except
for the southern half of the South Island. In 18&@th Van Diemen's Land becoming a separate
colony, the southern boundary of New South Wales aiteredto the islands adjacent in the
Pacific Ocean with a southern boundary of 39°12&wincluded only the northern half of the
North Island. However, these boundaries had no meglact as the New South Wales
administration had little interest in New Zealahdresponse to complaints about lawless white
sailors and adventurers in New Zealand, the Brigskrernment appointed James Busby as
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Official Resident in 1832. In 1834 he encouragedMahiefs to assert their sovereignty with
the signing of the Declaration of Independence &385L This was acknowledged by King
William V. Busby was provided with neither legalthority nor military support and was thus
ineffective in controlling the European population.

In 1839, the New Zealand Company announced itsspiarestablish colonies in New Zealand.
This, and the continuing lawlessness of many ofest@ablished settlers, spurred the British to
take stronger action. Captain William Hobson wast $8 New Zealand to persuade Maori to
cede their sovereignty to the British Crown. Onebifeiary 1840, Hobson and about forty Maori
chiefs signed the Treaty of Waitangi at Waitangihe Bay of Islands. Copies of the Treaty were
subsequently taken around the country to be siggexther chiefs. A significant number refused
to sign or were not asked but, in total, more thae hundred Maori eventually signed. The
Treaty gave Maori control over their lands and pes®ns and all of the rights of British
citizens. Britain was motivated by the desire toeftall other European powers (France
established a very small settlement at Akaroa & South Island later in 1840), to facilitate
settlement by British subjects and, possibly, td #re lawlessness of European (predominantly
British and American) whalers, sealers and trad@ficials and missionaries had their own
positions and reputations to protect. Maori chigé&e motivated by a desire for protection from
foreign powers, the establishment of governorshier d&uropean settlers and traders in New
Zealand, and to allow for wider settlement that ldancrease trade and prosperity for Maori.

The practical effect of the Treaty was, in the begig, only gradually felt, especially in
predominantly Maori regions. Having been adminaterthrough 1840 when the treaty was
signed, as a part of the Australian colony of Newt8 Wales, New Zealand became a colony in
its own right on 3 May 1841. It was divided intmpinces that were reorganised in 1846 and in
1853, when they acquired their own legislatured, then abolished in 1876. The country rapidly
gained some measure of self-government throughNéne Zealand Constitution Act 1852,
which established central and provincial governmexutonomous dominion status as the
Dominion of New Zealand was achieved in 1907.

After the annexation of Australia and New ZealaBditain proceeds to expand the empire
further in the Pacific region. Captain George Vana established a UK-Hawaii friendship in
1793-4 and obtained a "cession" of the Islandfi¢oUK, but the British government apparently
never took notice of it. From 1794 to 1816, Hawtaw the British Union Jack as its National
Flag. From 1816 to 1843, Hawaii flew an early vensof its present flag, containing the Union
Jack. British troops occupied the Hawaiian Islafidsn 25 February to 31 July 1843. A
Hawaiian "revolt" led to a British withdrawal in [§ul843. The "revolt" consisted of the total
ignoring of the presence of the British by the Haaves. No talking, no notice, nothing.
Actually, the occupation was not sanctioned by lamadnd February to July is how long it took
word to go to London and back again. But the Haaveiisay they defeated the British by
ignoring them! Hawaii was occupied by the Unite@t&$ in 1893 and became a state of the
United States in 1959. Today, it continues to uflagcontaining the Union Jack to honour its
original friendship agreement with the UK.

The Fiji Islands were ceded to the British Crowntbgir Great Council of Chiefs in 1874. In
1906, a condominium between Britain and France egssblished for the New Hebrides islands.
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British New Guinea was established in 1884, becgntire Territory of Papua, governed by
Australia, in 1904. German New Guinea was mandayetihe League of Nations to Australia in
1919, while the island of Nauru was mandated jgital Britain, Australia and New Zealand,
also in 1919. German Samoa was mandated to Nevatbah 1919 also. Most of the British
islands were administered by a single Western ddigh Commissioner.

South Africa

The Cape of Good Hope in South Africa was occufiigdwo English captains in 1620, but

initially neither the government nor the East In@lampany was interested in developing this
early settlement into a colony. The Dutch occuptiéa 1650, and Cape Town remained a port of
call for their East India Company until 1795 wh&rench revolutionary armies having occupied
the Dutch Republic, the British seized it to keefsam the French. Under the Treaty of Paris in
1814, the UK bought Cape Town from the new kingdirthe Netherlands for the equivalent of

$6 million.

British settlement began in 1824 on the coast aaN#roclaimed a British colony in 1843.
Meanwhile, the Boers had started to grow incredgidgsatisfied with British rule in the Cape
Colony. The British proclamation of the equality tbie races particularly angered them. The
need to find new farmland and establish indeperelédram British rule led a body of Boers
(Dutch “farmers') from the Cape to make the Greak hortheast in 1836, to found Transvaal
and Orange Free State as independent republicsnriBeg in 1835, several groups of Boers,
together with large numbers of Khoikhoi and blaekvants, decided to trek off into the interior
in search of greater independence. North and éakedOrange River (which formed the Cape
Colony's frontier) these Boers or Voortrekkers @ti&ers”) found vast tracts of apparently
uninhabited grazing lands. They had, it seemedredttheir promised land, with space enough
for their cattle to graze and their culture of amtban independence to flourish. Little did they
know that what they found - deserted pasture ladidsrganised bands of refugees, and tales of
brutality - resulted from the difagane, rather thapresenting the normal state of affairs.

With the exception of the more powerful Ndebele, Yoortrekkers encountered little resistance
among the scattered peoples of the plains. Thealia had dispersed them, and the remnants
lacked horses and firearms. Their weakened comdiéilso solidified the Boers' belief that
European occupation meant the coming of civilisatma savage land. However, the mountains
where King Moshoeshoe | had started to forge theoB® nation that would later become
Lesotho and the wooded valleys of Zululand provedoae difficult proposition. Here the Boers
met strong resistance, and their incursions sea &éries of skirmishes, squabbles, and flimsy
treaties that would litter the next 50 years of@asing white domination.

The Great Trek first halted at Thaba Nchu, neasgmeday Bloemfontein, where the trekkers
established a republic. Following disagreementsragbeir leadership, the various Voortrekker
groups split apart. While some headed north, maxstsed the Drakensberg into Natal with the
idea of establishing a republic there. Since thkuZweontrolled this territory, the Voortrekker

leader Piet Retief paid a visit to King DingaaneTZulus, accusing the Boers of conspiring to
overthrow the Zulu state, captured Retief. Aftarefeing the specified cattle ransom, they sent
an army to decimate Retief's settlement, killin@ Zbers and 250 black servants. At the Battle
of Iltala, a Boer army's attempt at revenge faileidenably!! The culmination came on 16
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December 1838, at the Ncome River in Natal. Thouglly several Boers suffered injuries, they
killed several thousand Zulus. So much bloodshedrtedly caused the Ncome's waters to run
red, thus the clash is historically known as thdtlBaof Blood River. The Voortrekkers,
victorious despite their numbers, saw their victasyan affirmation of divine approval. Yet their
hopes for establishing a Natal republic remaineartslived. The British annexed the area in
1843, and founded their new Natal colony at predagt Durban. Most of the Boers, feeling
increasingly squeezed between the British on oie &nd the native African populations on the
other, headed north. The British set about estahlislarge sugar plantations in Natal, but found
few inhabitants of the neighbouring Zulu areasingjlto provide labour. The British confronted
stiff resistance to their encroachments from thliZua nation with well-established traditions of
waging war, who inflicted one of the most humilgtidefeats on the British army at the Battle
of Isandlwana in 1879, where over 1400 British mvklwere killed. During the ongoing Anglo-
Zulu Wars, the British eventually established trogintrol over what was then named Zululand,
and is today known as KwaZulu-Natal Province.

The British turned to India to resolve their lab@lnortage, as Zulu men refused to adopt the
servile position of labourers and in 1860 the S&darrived in Durban harbour with over 300
people on board. Over the next 50 years, 150,00 nmolentured Indians arrived, as well as
numerous free "passenger Indians"”, building the basswhat would become the largest Indian
community outside of India. As early as 1893, wMahatma Gandhi arrived in Durban, Indians
outnumbered whites in Natal. The Boers meanwhilsegered with their search for land and
freedom, ultimately establishing themselves in auasi Boer Republics, eg the Transvaal or
South African Republic and the Orange Free State.aFwhile it seemed that these republics
would develop into stable states, despite havinmlytspread populations of fiercely
independent Boers, no industry, and minimal agwcal The discovery of diamonds near
Kimberley turned the Boers' world on its head (1)86Bhe first diamonds came from land
belonging to the Griqua, but to which both the Braaal and Orange Free State laid claim.
Britain quickly stepped in and resolved the issyatnexing the area for itself.

The discovery of the Kimberley diamond-mines urthesks a flood of European and black
labourers into the area. Towns sprang up in whiehrthabitants ignored the "proper” separation
of whites and blacks, and the Boers expressed athgertheir impoverished republics had
missed out on the economic benefits of the minesgtstanding Boer resentment turned into
full-blown rebellion in the Transvaal (under Britisontrol from 1877), and the first Anglo-Boer
War, known to Afrikaners as the "War of Independgnbroke out in 1880. The conflict ended
almost as soon as it began with a crushing Bodowjat Battle of Majuba Hill (27 February
1881). The republic regained its independence aszZind-Afrikaansche Republiek ("South
African Republic"), or ZAR. Paul Kruger, one of tleaders of the uprising, became President of
the ZAR in 1883. Meanwhile, the British, who viewtir defeat at Majuba as an aberration,
forged ahead with their desire to federate the [8atAfrican colonies and republics. They saw
this as the best way to come to terms with the da@ white Afrikaner majority, as well as to
promote their larger strategic interests in the@are

In 1879 Zululand came under British control. Therl886 an Australian prospector discovered

gold in the Witwatersrand, accelerating the fedenaprocess and dealing the Boers yet another
blow. Johannesburg's population exploded to ab0Gt0D0 by the mid-1890s, and the ZAR
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suddenly found itself hosting thousands of uitlasddéoth black and white, with the Boers
squeezed to the sidelines. The influx of Black labim particular worried the Boers, many of
whom suffered economic hardship and resented #uk btage-earners.

The enormous wealth of the mines, largely contdoldy European "Randlords” soon became
irresistible for British imperialists. In 1895, aogip of renegades led by Captain Leander Starr
Jameson entered the ZAR with the intention of dpgrian uprising on the Witwatersrand and

installing a British administration. This incursidrecame known as the Jameson Raid. The
scheme ended in fiasco, but it seemed obvious tgéfrthat it had at least the tacit approval of
the Cape Colony government, and that his repulbleed danger. He reacted by forming an
alliance with Orange Free State.

Conflict between the British government, which elad sovereignty over those areas (since the
settlers were legally British subjects), and theeBoculminated, after the discovery of gold in
the Boer territories, in the South African War @99-1902, which brought Transvaal, led by
President Paul Kruger, who had been a prominent Bséstance leader against British rule, and
Orange Free State definitely under British sovergigThe situation peaked in 1899 when the
British demanded voting rights for the 60,000 fgrewhites on the Witwatersrand. Until that
point, Kruger's government had excluded all forergnfrom the franchise. Kruger rejected the
British demand and called for the withdrawal oftBh troops from the ZAR's borders. When
the British refused, Kruger declared war. This Selcdnglo-Boer War lasted longer than the
first, and the British preparedness surpassedofiisiajuba Hill. By June 1900, Pretoria, the last
of the major Boer towns, had surrendered. Yet tasce by Boer bittereinders continued for two
more years with guerrilla-style battles, which Brétish met in turn with scorched earth tactics.
By 1902 26,000 Boers had died of disease and negleoncentration camps. On 31 May 1902
a superficial peace came with the signing of thealy of Vereeniging. Under its terms, the Boer
republics acknowledged British sovereignty, whhe British in turn committed themselves to
reconstruction of the areas under their control.

During the immediate post-war years the Britishuksed their attention on rebuilding the
country, in particular the mining industry. By 19@¥ mines of the Witwatersrand produced
almost one-third of the world's annual gold produtt But the peace brought by the treaty
remained fragile and challenged on all sides. ThHelk#&ners found themselves in the
ignominious position of poor farmers in a countrigese big mining ventures and foreign capital
rendered them irrelevant. Britain's unsuccessfténgpts to anglicise them, and to impose
English as the official language in schools andwoekplace particularly incensed them. Partly
as a backlash to this, the Boers came to see Afikas the volkstaal ("people's language") and
as a symbol of Afrikaner nationhood. Several natiish organisations sprang up.

The system left Blacks and Coloureds completelygmatised. The authorities imposed harsh
taxes and reduced wages, while the British caretafinistrator encouraged the immigration
of thousands of Chinese to undercut any resistaResentment exploded in the Bambatha
Rebellion of 1906, in which 4,000 Zulus lost thiires after protesting against onerous tax
legislation. The British meanwhile moved ahead wlitkir plans for union. After several years of
negotiations, the South Africa Act 1909 brought¢b&nies and republics - Cape Colony, Natal,
Transvaal, and Orange Free State - together. Giglirgovernment in 1907, they were formed,
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with Cape Colony (self-governing in 1872) and Né&s&lf-governing in 1893), into the Union of
South Africa in 1910. German South-West Africa wrasisferred to the Union of South Africa
by League of Nations mandate in 1919 and the deyritvas absorbed into the Union in 1948.
Under the provisions of the act, the Union remaiBetish territory, but with home-rule for
Afrikaners. The British High Commission territoriesf Basutoland (now Lesotho),
Bechuanaland (now Botswana), Swaziland, and Rhadésow Zambia and Zimbabwe)
continued under direct rule from Britain. EnglishdaDutch became the official languages.
Afrikaans did not gain recognition as an officiahguage until 1925. Despite a major campaign
by Blacks and Coloureds, the voter franchise reethias in the pre-Union republics and
colonies, and only whites could gain election tdipment.

Cecil Rhodes' British South Africa Company, chatein 1889, extended British influence over
Southern Rhodesia (a colony in 1923) and Northemnd@sia (a protectorate in 1924); with
Nyasaland, taken under British protection in 188&, Rhodesias were formed into a federation
(1953-63) with representative government. Uganda made a British protectorate in 1894.
Kenya, a protectorate, became a colony in 1920stabareas forming part of the sultan of
Zanzibar's Dominions remained a protectorate. R$iodian was to create a British state in
Africa stretching from the Cape of Good Hope at sbathern tip of the continent to Cairo in
Egypt, known as the ‘Cape to Cairo route’. The Rismas had been named after Cecil Rhodes.

Berlin Conference

The Berlin Conference (German: Kongokonferenz omorg§b Conference") of 1884-85
regulated European colonization and trade in Afdcaing the New Imperialism period, and
coincided with Germany's sudden emergence as aeriahpower. Called for by Portugal and
organised by Otto von Bismarck, the first ChanaetibGermany, its outcome, the General Act
of the Berlin Conference, is often seen as the &timation of the Scramble for Africa. The
conference ushered in a period of heightened call@dtivity for the European powers, while
simultaneously eliminating most existing forms dfiéan autonomy and self-governance.

Portugal — Britain: The Portuguese Government prtesiea project known as the "Pink Map" in
which the colonies of Angola and Mozambique werdéean All the countries but United
Kingdom agreed with this project. In 1890 the BhtiGovernment, in breach of the Treaty of
Windsor and of the Treaty of Berlin itself, laundhan ultimatum forcing the Portuguese to
withdraw from this area.

France — Britain: A line running from Say in Niger Baroua, on the north-east coast of Lake
Chad determined what part belonged to whom. Fraraxdd own territory to the north of this
line, and the United Kingdom would own territoryttte south of it. The Nile Basin would be
British, with the French taking the basin of Lakka@. Furthermore, between the 11th and 15th
degrees longitude, the border would pass betweemdi, which would be French, and Darfur
in Sudan, to be British. In reality, a no man'sdl200 kilometres wide was put in place between
the 21st and 23rd meridian.

France — Germany: The area to the north of a bnéd by the intersection of the 14th meridian
and Miltou was designated French, that to the sbaihg German.

Britain - Germany The separation came in the fofmadine passing through Yola, on the
Benoué, Dikoa, going up to the extremity of Lakea@h
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France — Italy: Italy was to own what lies northeofine from the intersection of the Tropic of
Cancer and the 17th meridian to the intersectiah®fL5th parallel and 21st meridian.

The Scramble for Africa sped up after the Confeeersince even within areas designated as
their sphere of influence, the European powerklsi to take possession under the Principle of
Effectivity. In central Africa in particular, expegwns were dispatched to coerce traditional
rulers into signing treaties, using force if neeegsas for example in the case of Msiri, King of
Katanga, in 1891. Within a few years, Africa waslestst nominally divided up south of the
Sahara. By 1895, the only independent states Wwéreria, founded with the support of the USA
for returned slaves; Abyssinia (Ethiopia), the ofrlge native state, which fended off Italian
invasion from Eritrea in what is known as the filtgtlo-Abyssinian War of 1889-1896. The
following states lost their independence to thetig@ri Empire roughly a decade after: Orange
Free State, a Boer republic founded by Dutch sstti&outh African Republic (Transvaal), also
a Boer republic. By 1902, 90% of all the land timatkes up Africa was under European control.
The large part of the Sahara was French, while #feequelling of the Mahdi rebellion and the
ending of the Fashoda crisis, the Sudan remaimedyfiunder joint British—Egyptian rulership.
The Boer republics were conquered by the Unitecgam in the Boer war from 1899 to 1902.
Morocco was divided between the French and Spanist®11, and Libya was conquered by
Italy in 1912. The official British annexation ofgipt in 1914 ended the colonial division of
Africa. By this point, all of Africa, with the exp#ions of Liberia and Ethiopia, was under
European rule. Abyssinia (Ethiopia) was occupiedtly in 1936.

West Africa

The British showed little interest in Africa outsithe Cape until the scramble for territory of the
1880s, although a few forts were kept in West Adfriavhere gold and ivory kept their
importance after the slave trade was ended byiBiital807. An early exception was the colony
of Sierra Leone founded in 1788 with the cessiomddtrip of land to provide a home for
liberated slaves; a protectorate was established tne hinterland in 1896. British influence in
Nigeria began through the activities of the Natlohfsica Company (the Royal Niger Company
from 1886), which bought Lagos from an African ¢hie 1861 and steadily extended its hold
over the Niger Valley until it surrendered its dearin 1899; in 1900 the two protectorates of
North and South Nigeria were proclaimed. British sStVAfrica or the British West African
Settlements constituted during two periods (17 ©etal821 until its first dissolution on 13
January 1850 and again 19 February 1866 till ibslfidemise on 24 November 1888) an
administrative entity under a governor-in-chiefr{gmrable in rank to a Governor-general), an
office vested in the governor of Sierra Leone (atefown). The various colonies were
established mainly to aid the efforts of the Rayalvy's West Africa Squadron rather than any
expansionist or economic reasons. Coaling statmlsdepots were built in the coastal villages
and, because jobs were created for the local popajanewcomers flocked into them and the
villages grew into cities. The other colonies araly included in the jurisdiction were the
Gambia and the British Gold Coast (modern Ghangjetd as a whole never was, but since the
re-constitution in 1866 its nucleus, Lagos tersifavas. World War | ousted Germany from the
African continent, and in 1919, under League ofibfet mandate, Cameroons and Togoland, in
West Africa, were divided between Britain and FenBritain became responsible for the
northern Tripolitania part of the Italian colony bibya in North Africa from 1945 until 1951,
while France got southern Libya.
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East Africa

British East Africa which became a protectorateermg roughly the area of present-day Kenya.
It grew out of British commercial interests in thieea in the 1880s and lasted until 1920, when it
became the colony of Kenya. European missionaggaib settling in the area from Mombasa to
Mount Kilimanjaro in the 1840s, nominally under tpetection of the Sultan of Zanzibar. In
1886 the British government encouraged William Maockn, who already had an agreement
with the Sultan and whose shipping company tradddnsively in East Africa, to establish
British influence in the region. He formed a BlitiE€ast Africa Association which led to the
Imperial British East Africa Company being chartere 1888. It administered about 150 miles
of coastline stretching from the river Tana via Mmasa to German East Africa which were
leased from the Sultan. The British "sphere ofuefice”, agreed at the Berlin conference of
1885, extended up the coast and inland acrossitheefKenya, and after 1890 included Uganda
as well. However, the company began to fail, andJaly 1, 1895 the British government
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proclaimed a protectorate, and in 1902 made thentiggerritory part of the protectorate also. In
1902, the East Africa Syndicate received a grarB0ff square miles in order to promote white
settlement in the Highlands. The capital was sthiftem Mombasa to Nairobi in 1905, and on
July 23, 1920 the protectorate became the KenyargolThe high ground of the area made it far
more suitable for settlement by white colonistattiee colonies in the west. Once again, private
companies under charter from the British governnm@oheered the way, establishing their
control over Kenya in 1888 and Uganda in 1890. Sikema came under direct control of the
British government in 1884 and in 1890 Germany,clvtiiad already relinquished its interests in
Uganda, ceded Zanzibar to Britain in exchange feligdland, an island off the German coast.
After first losing to the Mahdi of Sudan in 188Beh a victory over him in 1898, a condominium
between Britain and Egypt was established oveteh@ory, known from then on as the Anglo-
Egyptian Sudan. German East Africa was transfetoe8ritish administration by League of
Nations mandate, and renamed as Tanganyika, in, 1919 completing the Cape to Cairo route.
Britain occupied and administered Italian coloroé$talian Somaliland and Eritrea from 1945 to
1952.

Middle East

British Empire in the Middle East mostly lasted farshort time. Britain was interested in
securing the trade route to India, particularlyeafthe Suez Canal was built. The British
Government wanted to achieve the securing of thaetroute to India by annexing territories
along the route between Britain and India. It begéh the British annexation of Aden in 1839,
which was later governed by the India Office. Hoavthe main British interest over the
Middle East grew when the British government boigifdares in the Suez Canal in 1856. Britain
subsequently occupied Egypt in 1882, in which Bhitforces were led by Viscount Edmund
Allenby. Cyprus was also annexed.

In 1882 opposition to European control in Egypttiedrowing tension amongst native notables,
the most dangerous opposition coming from the ariylarge military demonstration in
September 1881 forced the Khedive Tewfiq to disnhissPrime Minister. In April of 1882
France and Great Britain sent warships to Alexantlribolster the Khedive amidst a turbulent
climate, spreading fear of invasion throughoutdbentry. Tawfig moved to Alexandria for fear
of his own safety as army officers led by Ahmedhitzegan to take control of the government.
By June Egypt was in the hands of nationalists epddo European domination of the country.
A British naval bombardment of Alexandria had éteffect on the opposition which led to the
landing of a British expeditionary force at bothderof the Suez Canal in August 1882. The
British succeeded in defeating the Egyptian ArmyeltEl Kebir in September and took control
of the country putting Tawfiq back in control. Tharpose of the invasion had been to restore
political stability to Egypt under a governmenttbé Khedive and international controls which
were in place to streamline Egyptian financing si876. It is unlikely that the British expected
a long-term occupation from the outset, howeverdL@romer, Britain's Chief Representative in
Egypt at the time, viewed Egypt's financial reforasspart of a long-term objective. Cromer took
the view that political stability needed financgbility, and embarked on a programme of long
term investment in Egypt's productive resourcesyalall in the cotton economy, the mainstay
of the country's export earnings. Britain declagetull Protectorate over Egypt in 1914 at the
ourbreak of the First World War to protect it agdithe neighbouring Turkish Ottoman Empire
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which was allied with Germany. Viscount Allenby bewe High Comissioner of Egypt, a
position of governorship.

After the collapse of the Ottoman Empire in 1918sisted by Arab tribesmen led by British
Colonel T.E. Lawrence, Palestine, Transjordan aad (Mesopotamia) were mandated by the
League of Nations to Britain. Colonel Lawrence pagimised the Arabs their independence after
the fall of the Ottoman Empire, so the Arabs fedtrayed by the British after they found
themselves mandated to British rule after the Fik&irld War. At that time, many British
statesmen believed in creating a vast new BritisimiDion across the Middle East, however,
this proved to be not possible. The Balfour Detiaraof 1917 promised the Jews a home in
Palestine. This also infuriated the Arabs.

An uprising against British control in Egypt in 2®led to independence for the country in 1922.
Egypt was declared independent, but with Britaitainéng responsibility for maintenance of
communications, defence, protection of Europeaer@sts and the question of Sudan. The
Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936 recognised the conglendependence of Egypt and the
termination of British military occupation. Howeyeétr provided for British troops to continue to
guard the Suez Canal Zone until the 1950’s. ThadBriHigh Commissioner in Egypt became
the British Ambassador. Egypt had been officiabytpf the British Empire for only eight years
(1914-1922). By the Treaty of Jeddah, signed oMag 1927, the United Kingdom recognised
the independence of the kingdoms of Hejaz and Nejd932, these regions were unified as the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. A semi-Protectorate existe Iran (Persia) from 1919 to 1921 with
an offer of British military and financial assistan abandoned after being rejected by Iranians.
The British mandate in Irag was terminated in 1982 the country became an independent
kingdom. However, it was re-occupied by the Britistm 1941 until 1947. Transjordan gained
independence as Jordan in 1946 and the Stateaefl lsas declared in a partitioned Palestine in
1948. Aden joined with other British protectoratesthe Federation of South Arabia in 1962.

Antarctica

In Antarctica, as more and more government officiaégan to realise the potential strategic,
economic, and scientific importance of the lastticeamt, governments began to lay claim to vast
tracts of land there, basing their claims on therptiscoveries of their countrymen. The oldest
continuously occupied station is the weather stabo Laurie Island in the South Orkneys,
turned over to Argentina by W.S. Bruce in 1904.sThistory of occupancy forms a key element
of the Argentinean claim to the Peninsula, butfits¢ formal claim over Antarctic territory was
made by Britain in 1908 to a large part of the gmeit south of the Falkland Islands.

Captain Robert Scott explored Antarctica for Britdihe British National Antarctic Expedition
(1901-1904), led by Robert Falcon Scott, came tihiwi857 km (463 nautical miles) of the
South Pole from its base at McMurdo Sound. In 1888 Scottish National Antarctic Expedition
established Osmond House, a meteorological obseywan Laurie Island in the South Orkneys.
A year later, ownership of the base was passedderfina and it was renamed to Orcadas Base.
It is the continent's oldest permanent base, amd,World War Il, the only one present.

Ernest Shackleton, who had been a member of Seattsdition, organised and led the British
Imperial Antarctic Expedition (1907-09), again witie primary objective of reaching the South
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Pole. It came within 180 km (97 nautical miles) dvef having to turn back. during the
expedition, Shackleton discovered the Beardmorei@land was the first to reach the polar
plateau. Parties led by T. W. Edgeworth David &lscame the first to climb Mount Erebus and
to reach the South Magnetic Pole. On December 24],1a party led by Norwegian polar
explorer Roald Amundsen from the ship Fram becdrmaditst to reach the South Pole, using a
route from the Bay of Whales (his camp Polheim apdhe Axel Heiberg Glacier. Amundsen
was followed by Robert Falcon Scott from the Te¥@a over a month later, using the route
pioneered by Shackleton. Scott's party later diedhe return journey after being delayed by a
series of accidents, bad weather, and the declipihgsical condition of the men. The
Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station was later narfted these two men. The Imperial Trans-
Antarctic Expedition of 1914, led by Ernest Shatikte set out to cross the continent via the
pole, but their ship, the Endurance, was trappedcamshed by pack ice before they even landed.
The expedition members survived after an epic jeyron sledges over pack ice to Elephant
Island. Then Shackleton and five others crossedsthghern Ocean, in an open boat to South
Georgia to raise the alarm at the whaling statioyt\iken.

In 1923, Britain handed over the Ross Dependenméasew Zealand. In 1924, France laid claim
to Terre Adlie. Australia claimed a large chunktedfritory in 1933. In January 1939, Norway
formalized its claim to Dronning Maud Land (largety protect its whaling interests and pre-
empt the anticipated claims of the German SchwalpehExpedition). Finally, in 1940, Chile
became the third country to claim sovereignty aver Antarctic Peninsula (after Britain and
Argentina). Although the United States pursued laors of its own, the flurry of international
land grabbing may have encouraged the U.S. Congresstablish the U.S. Antarctic Service in
1939. From that moment on, the U.S. governmentmasdwalmost complete control of American
Antarctic exploration. Other countries were soonfdbow suit. By the late 1940s Antarctic
exploration had entered a new phase, and one siodlji¢ to increased government involvement.
For the first time in history, permanent bases westblished. The British had been the first
when they erected their secret bases in the clatayg of the Second World War. Once their
existence was known, however, the scramble to gcthg continent was on and other countries
established bases there as well. These bases rewtare in Antarctica today. Previously a
dependency of the British colony of the Falklanthnsgs, the British Antarctic Territory was
established as a separate British territory in 19622007, Britain claimed 1 million sq km
(386,000 sq miles) of seabed off the Antarctic taasrder to protect oil and gas reserves in the
area, thus vastly extending its sovereignty overdbntinent’s coastal areas. This is permitted
under the international Law of the Sea Convention.

Imperial Federation Proposal

In 1884, the Imperial Federation League was esiabdl with the purpose of promoting a
Federation of the British Empire governed by andmgd Parliament with representatives from
Britain and the colonies. Firm proposals were drawnfor imperial free trade and for a

parliament in London with M.P.'s from the Unitednijdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand,
South Africa and the West Indies. It was propodet M.P.'s from India and other colonies

would be added later. The idea of a global intettioental state was far ahead of its time as
international communications and travel were véoysat this time.
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Joseph Chamerberlain, the Secretary for the Caani¢he early 1900's, was an avid supporter
of the idea. However, it was opposed by many Camadnd South African politicians. The
movement dissolved in 1911 due to disagreementtanthst proposal for an imperial federation
parliament was put forward in 1919. However, thevement was successful in getting Imperial
Conferences established, which continue today asn@mwealth Conferences.

Colonial Conferences in London of leaders of theous parts of the British Empire began in
1887, being restyled as Imperial Conferences inl1&1id continuing as such until 1937. They
then stopped due to the Second World War, but tkeamed in 1944 as British Empire and
Commonwealth Conferences, becoming just Commonivé&zdinferences in 1949. Since 1973,
they have been held every two years in all diffeggarts of the Commonwealth and are called
CHOGM - Commonwealth Heads Of Government Meetingpite Free Trade was established
at Ottawa in 1932. After the First World War, tliea of drawing the British colonies closer
together in imperial federation faded away to bglaeed by greater colonial self-government
and cooperation. The last Imperial Federation psapput forward in 1919:

British Empire Federal Parliament: 300 Seats

England and Wales: 185 seats
Scotland: 25 seats

Ireland: 40 seats

Canada and Newfoundland: 20 seats
Australia: 15 seats

New Zealand: 5 seats

South Africa: 5 seats

West Indies: 5 seats

The Informal Empire

In addition to the British territories around thend, customarily shown in red or pink on maps
of the world, there was the British sphere of iaflae, often known as the ‘Informal Empire’.
These were countries which had either been occupieBritish troops at one time or had been
of strategic or of economic interest to Great Bnitd hey were independent, but British military
and/or economic involvement was significant.

Argentina, in South America, was occupied by théi®r from 1806 to 1807 in an aborted
attempt by Britain to build a South American empiéter the country gained its independence
in 1816, many British people continued to settleréhand the country was built up on British
investment and finance. It has the only Welsh-sppgakommunity outside of Wales. Other
South American countries such as Chile and Uruguaese also part of Britain’s ‘informal
empire’ due to heavy British investment in theioeamies.

Egypt was occupied by British troops in 1882 toegafrd the Suez Canal. The country was
declared as a formal protectorate of Britain in 4%t the outbreak of the First World War.
However, after a nationalist revolt in 1919, Egygteived nominal independence in 1922, but
British troops remained in the Suez Canal Zond 4864.
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Palestine
PARTITION OF THE

Egypt MIDDLE EAST 1919
LEGEND

Il British

French

Afghanistan, on the North-West Frontier of the &ardEmpire, was invaded by British troops in
1839. An informal protectorate over the country waslared in 1880 with Britain controlling
the country’s foreign affairs, but it was abandomed919 as it was difficult to defend during the
Third Afghan War (1919-1921).

Nepal, a kingdom on the northern frontier of Indregugh never annexed into the Indian Empire,
was definitely in the British sphere of influendéde famous Ghurkas in the British Army come
from Nepal. Its independence was recognised bytied 923.

In 1904, the Viceroy of India sent troops into Tihenmediately north of Nepal, to open up a
trade route to China, but this invading force qlyickithdrew after meeting heavy resistance.
British influence in Tibet did remain for some timie addition to colonies along the China
coast, Britain also had a large area of influenger southeastern China along with France,
Germany, Russia and Japan which also had coadtalie® and spheres of influence in other
parts of China. British, Americans and French metls also inhabited the Shanghai International
Settelement, a part of the City of Shanghai ocalig foreigners. The Europeans had just
carved up Africa among themselves and now they vetaeting to carve up China. This
increasing of foreign spheres of influence oveitgaf China led to the Boxer Rebellion from
1899 to 1901 in which Chinese nationals attackedido properties. This was put down by the
armies of the foreign powers. Japan went on to mgenost of eastern China in the 1930's and
1940's. The Chinese Revolutions of 1912 and 194@eteo end foreign spheres of influence
over China.

After annexing Iraq, British troops entered Iraer$a) at the end of the First World War and an
informal semi-protectorate was declared over thenty in 1919. A more ambitious plan to
create new British Protectorates in the Caucasgisnmeafter the fall of the Russian Empire, in
Georgia and Azerbaijan, was not pursued. The seate€torate in Iran was abandoned also as
unworkable. The Anglo-Iranian Oil Company openednupch business between Britain and
Iran. The British sphere of influence began to faffer the Second World War, but much British
investment remains in countries all over the woilldyypt and Iraq were independent (since 1922
and 1932 respectively) but were in alliance refegfops with Britain. The formal treaty between
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Britain and Egypt was not agreed up on until 19&&hat point, the British High Commissioner
in Egypt became the British Ambassador. Theseraia with Egypt and Iraq were ended after
revolutions in those countries (in 1952 and in 1988pectively) ousted their pro-British
monarchs and replaced them with nationalistic répsibThese countries had been re-occupied
by the British during World War Two. Colonel Nasskecclared Egypt’s full independence on 18
June 1954 when the last British troops left thatntoy. British occupation ended in Irag on 26
October 1947, but today, British and Australiarop® are back in Iraq, since 2003, supporting
the United States in an effort to bring order aathdcracy to that country.

First World War and League of Nations Mandates

In August 1914, when the United Kingdom declared aa Germany and its allies, all of the
British Empire was automatically at war.

Canadians and Newfoundlanders mainly fought in Re&rcalongside the British and
distinguished themselves in the Battles of Ypred ®imy Ridge. The Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps was a First World War army coopshe Mediterranean Expeditionary
Force that was formed in Egypt in 1915 and operdigihg the Battle of Gallipoli. The corps
was disbanded in 1916 following the evacuation afli@oli. The corps is best remembered
today as the source of the acronym ANZAC which siase become a term, "Anzac", for a
person from Australia or New Zealand. South Afreanainly fought in Africa and conquered
German East Africa and German South West Africae War gave the dominions a sense of
nationhood and individuality. Separate Dominion i@srand navies, later followed by air forces
after the war, were created to help Britain. Asdarndia was concerned, the war began with an
unprecedented outpouring of loyalty and goodwidods the United Kingdom from within the
mainstream political leadership, contrary to iniBaitish fears of an Indian revolt. India under
British rule contributed massively to the Britislameffort by providing men and resources. This
was done by the Indian Congress in hope of achies#@if-government as India was very much
in control of the British. The United Kingdom digapnted the Indians by not providing self-
governance, leading to the Gandhiian Era in Indligtory. About 1.3 million Indian soldiers and
labourers served in Europe, Africa, and the Midgéet, while both the Indian government and
the princes sent large supplies of food, money, anchunition. In all 140,000 men served on
the Western Front and nearly 700,000 in the Miditist. 47,746 Indian soldiers were killed and
65,126 wounded during World War. Zones of Frenct Bntish influence and control in the
Ottoman Empire were established by the Sykes-PPigetement between the British and French
governments on 16 May 1916.

After victory by the Allies in 1918, at the Parisd®e Conference of 1919, the British Dominions
insisted on signing the peace treaty separatelyveud happy to participate in a British Empire
delegation. The territories of the defeated powese divided up among the victorious powers
in a mandate system organised by the newly-eskedalid eague of Nations. The United

Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand and South Africarevéhe British Empire beneficiaries of

this. All the territories subject to League of Nais mandates were previously controlled by
states defeated in World War 1, principally Impei@ermany and the Ottoman Empire. The
mandates were fundamentally different from the quturates in that the Mandatory power
undertook obligations to the inhabitants of theiti@ry and to the League of Nations.
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The process of establishing the mandates conséteeb phases:
1 the formal removal of sovereignty of the previousbytrolling states
(1 the transfer of mandatory powers to individualegtaimong the Allied Powers.

Germany's divestiture of territories was accomglsin the Treaty of Versailles of 1919 and
allotted to the Allied Powers on May 7, 1919. Ottnterritorial claims were first dispensed
with in the Treaty of Sevres of 1920 and later lfired in the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923. The
Turkish territories were allotted to the Allied Pens in the Conference of Sanremo of 1920.
While most mandate territories were situated irdafr Asia and the Pacific, the régime was also
applied in Europe, notably to the Danzig, Memel &aar territories of Germany which went to
a newly-independent Poland. The British ProtectoiratEgypt, declared in 1914, was recognised
by the international community in 1919, but folleygia revolution in Egypt during that year,
Britain unilaterally recognised Egypt's independeme February 1922 with some reservations
regarding defence and security. The exact levalooftrol by the Mandatory power over each
mandate was decided on an individual basis by #egle of Nations. However, in every case
the Mandatory power was forbidden to constructifiodtions or raise an army within the
mandate and was required to present an annualtrepadhe territory to the League of Nations.
Despite this, mandates were seen as de facto eslohithe empires of the victor nations.

The mandates were divided into three distinct gsdogsed upon the level of development each
population had achieved at that time: The firstugror Class A mandates were areas formerly
controlled by the Ottoman Empire deemed to "...haarhed a stage of development where
their existence as independent nations can begonélly recognised subject to the rendering of
administrative advice and assistance by a Mandaitoty such time as they are able to stand
alone. The wishes of these communities must bénaipal consideration in the selection of the

Mandatory."

The Class A mandates were:

1 Iraqg — Mosopotamia (United Kingdom), 10 August 1920

1 Palestine (United Kingdom), from 25 April 1920 @&ffive 29 September 1923 - 14 May
1948 to the independence of Israel), till 25 Mayd dcluding Transjordan (the Hashemite
emirate, later kingdom of Jordan).

The second group or Class B mandates were all foBoleutzgebiete (German territories) in the
Subsaharan regions of West - and Central Africachvivere deemed to require a greater level
of control by the mandatory power: "...the Mandgtarust be responsible for the administration
of the territory under conditions which will guataa freedom of conscience and religion". The
mandatory power was forbidden to construct miliaryaval bases within the mandates.

The Class B mandates were :

(1 Tanganyika Territory (United Kingdom) from 20 Jul922,

1 the former German colony of Togoland was split imitish Togoland (under an
Administrator, a post filled by the colonial Governof the British Gold Coast (present
Ghana) except 30 September 1920 - 11 October 18&%is Walter Fillon Jackson) and
French Togoland (under a Commissioner) (United Horg and France), 20 July 1922
separate Mandates
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The final group, the Class C mandates, includingtisWest Africa and certain of the South
Pacific Islands, were considered to be "best adst@red under the laws of the mandatory as
integral portions of its territory"

The Class C mandates were former German possessions

1 former German New Guinea (Australia) from 17 Decemb

1 Nauru, formerly part of German New Guinea (Aus#ailn effective control, formally
together with United Kingdom and New Zealand) frbthDecember 1920

0 former German Samoa (New Zealand) 17 December 49P@ague of Nations mandate,
renamed Western Samoa

0 South-West Africa (South Africaffom 1 October 1922 Walvisbaai's (Walvis Bay)
administration was also assigned to South WestafMandate

Climax of Empire

The addition of the mandates after the First WoNdr from former German colonies and
Ottoman provinces was the last major global exmemsif the territory of the British Empire,
bringing it to its widest extent. Over one millisquare miles of extra territory with a population
of twenty-five million was added to the British Emgafter the First World War - an area nine
times the size of Britain itself. Another modespamrsion occured after the Second World War
when Britain became briefly responsible for forntatian colonies in North Africa. The British
Empire remained at its widest extent for thirty ngerom 1918 to 1948. Every 24 May was
celebrated as Empire Day. This was Queen Victobiateday, and since she was Queen when
most of the Empire was built up, it was decideadtebrate Empire Day on her birthday. This
was a holiday with patriotic festivities celebratall over the British Empire. This tradition
continued until 1958.

Britain's self-governing Dominions of Canada, Aab&, New Zealand, the Union of South
Africa, Newfoundland and the Irish Free State, amch lesser degree, Malta and Southern
Rhodesia, enjoyed a large measure of autonomy whashconfirmed in the Balfour Report of
1926 and recognised in the Statute of Westminstet981. This gave them self-rule while
keeping them firmly within the British Empire. Iradivas moving towards joining this group and
was granted some limited autonomy in 1935. The Eenpas also economically united and self-
sufficient.

6. Dominions

Dominion Status

The concept of self-government for some of the miel® was first formulated in Lord Durham's
Report on the Affairs of British North America irf839 which recommended that responsible
government (the acceptance by governors of thecad¥ilocal ministers) should be granted to
Upper Canada (Ontario) and Lower Canada (Quebéd3. pattern was subsequently applied to
the other Canadian provinces and to the Austratialonies which attained responsible
government by 1859, except for Western Austral9Q). New Zealand obtained responsible
government in 1856 and the Cape colony in 1872vad by Natal in 1893. In 1880, British

Empire countries began to exchange High Commisssaioeeach other. Each unitary colony or
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dominion had a Governor, but federations like Canadustralia and South Africa, had a
Governor General. A further intermediate form of/gmment, Dominion status, was devised in
the late 19th and early 20th century at a serie€abnial Conferences (renamed Imperial
Conferences in 1907). Canada became a Dominio86id,JAustralia in 1901, New Zealand and
Newfoundland in 1907, the Union of South Africa b910 and the Irish Free State in 1922.
These five self-governing countries were known asnihions within the British Empire. Their
meetings with the British government were the bdgsisthe idea of the Commonwealth of
Nations. Very limited self-government was grantedridia in 1919. This was updated in 1935
with a new act which organised the British Indiamgtre into a partially self-governing
federation, with the plan to achieve full DominiStatus for India in the near future. Malta and
Southern Rhodesia were almost Dominions.

A major challenge to the Empire came from Irelantlere it can be argued the British Empire
began when Henry Il declared himself "Lord of Inelain 1171. After 630 years of English rule
and 120 years as part of the United Kingdom of GBzaiain and Ireland since 1801, 26 of the
32 counties of Ireland became the Irish Free StatE922. The Anglo-Irish Treaty ended the
Irish War of Independence (1919-1921) with the mdsBritain, in which Irish nationalists had
declared an independent republic in 1916. Britisttds would withdraw from most of Ireland
which was to become a self-governing dominion af British Empire; a status shared by
Canada, Newfoundland, Australia, New Zealand amdUhion of South Africa. As with the
other dominions, the British monarch would be teadof state of the Irish Free State (Saorstat
Eireann) and would be represented by a Governoef@aeriThe National Army of the Irish Free
State was established by the Anglo-Irish Treaty smayht the Irish Civil War between June
1922 and May 1923 against republican opponentieofreaty. The remaining six counties in the
north of Ireland chose to remain in the United Kiam as the province of Northern Ireland. The
Free State had Dominion status but in contrast e telatively amicable and gradual
devolvement of the four other existing Dominionslyoafter centuries of hatred culminating in
civil war. A new constitution adopted by the Frdat8 under the leadership of Eamon de Valera
in 1937 dropped the name Irish Free State, renamagEire and declaring it to be a "sovereign
independent state'. The Governor General was regliag a President. The break was completed
in 1949 when Eire became the Republic of Irelandida the Commonwealth, though remaining
in a special relationship with the now United Kingd of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
and becoming a fellow European Union member.

The First World War had enhanced a sense of natmhlamong the British Dominions and they
no longer wanted to be considered to be nothingentban colonies. This was particularly
pushed by the nationalistic Union of South Africaddrish Free State. They were mostly self-
governing and wanted a new status in the Britisipignwhich would give them a large measure
of independence and allow them to be consultedngoeiial affairs and even to opt out of
decisions they did not agree with. This led togbging up of an inter-imperial affairs committee
and the Balfour Declaration of 1926 which statedttthe Dominions were "autonomous
Communities within the British Empire, equal intsg in no way subordinate one to another in
any aspect of their domestic or external affaineugh united by a common allegiance to the
Crown, and freely associated as members of thesBr@ommonwealth of Nations." By 1936,
the flags of the Governors General were changea foeing based on the Union Jack to the
royal crest on a blue flag. In 1928, the Union olu® Africa adopted a new tricolour national
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flag containing the Union Jack and the flags of ¢ihe Boer Republics. This flag was flown
equally alongside the Union Jack. South Africa’svyiwus British-style ensign continued for
maritime use until after the Second World War.

Dominion Status was very inexactly defined untéd SBtatute of Westminster in 1931 established
it as complete self-government within the Britistmjiire, as recommended in the Balfour Report
of 1926. The Statute had established a new soveiagminion Status in the Empire which it
was hoped would eventually sastisfy the demands#if-government in other parts of the
Empire as well such as India. Southern RhodesiaMalth had gained autonomy in the 1920's
and were considered de facto British Dominions,thatStatute of Westminster did not apply to
them yet, so they continued with the pre-StatuigdBrconstitutional status. It was expected that
they would soon become fully autonomous Dominidke the others and they even participated
in the Imperial Conferences.

By an Act of the United Kingdom Parliament, the t8ta of Westminster took effect
immediately in Canada, the Union of South Africad dhe Irish Free State making them the
first sovereign British Dominions. Australia, Neweaand and Newfoundland would remain
as colonial Dominions until their parliaments pakssesolutions adopting the Statute as was
required in their constitutions. Australia did redopt the Statute until 1942 (though it was
backdated to 3 September 1939 at the start of ¢lserfsl World War) and New Zealand did not
adopt it until 1947. Newfoundland never adopted tBiatute since on 16 February 1934,
Newfoundland reverted back to full colony statusvegoed by British Commissioners due to
financial difficulties and eventually joined Canaas its tenth province in 1949. The Canadian
government requested that the British North Amerad, acting as Canada’s constitution,
remain in the possession of the British governnsemde Canadian politicians could not agree on
an amending formula. The Dominions even gaineditité to secede from the Empire, a right
which Ireland soon exercised. The Union of Southic&f contented itself for now by giving
itself its own national flag, but it too would uttately secede thirty years later. Canada, Australia
and New Zealand remain under the Crown today byr the/n choice. The Statute of
Westminster provided that all new Dominions createdhe future would be fully sovereign.
Discussions had already begun on granting thisistat India, which was not to happen until
after the Second World War.

Despite this new sovereign status, the Dominionseveéll firmly parts of the British Empire.
Governors General often moved around the Empiregd LWillingdon, for example, was
Governor General of Canada in 1926 and then Vicefdgdia in 1931. The Earl of Athlone had
been Governor General of the Union of South Afscece 1924 and he later became Governor
General of Canada in 1931. Members of the BritiglydR Family continued to be Governors
General in the Dominions until well after the Sed¢aMorld War.

On 11 December 1931, the United Kingdom and the oompletely self-governing Dominions
of the British Empire: the Dominion of Canada, theion Of South Africa and the Irish Free
State formed the British Commonwealth. The Commaitheof Australia and the Dominion of
New Zealand became parts of it in 1942 and 194Feively when they adopted the Statute of
Westminster. The British Commonwealth was the ctile name for the now completely
autonomous Dominions of the British Empire unitgdabcommon allegiance to the Crown. The
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United Kingdom would only act on their behalf witheir consent and they made their own
declarations of war at the outbreak of the SecomdidWVar in 1939. They could even negotiate
treaties with foreign countries with no British olvement.

In 1935, a large measure of self-government wasitgdato India with an elected central
parliament, but ultimate executive power still rémeal with the British-appointed Viceroy.
There was an expectation that India would soon §ainDominion Status within the British
Commonwealth, though many Indian nationalists pretefull independence outside the British
Empire. India, Southern Rhodesia and Malta continteebe Dominions in the pre-Statute of
Westminster sense with self-government, but with fihal power still resting with Britain. In
1937, Burma was separated from the British Indiampite and made into a separate British
colony. It was exepcted to eventually gain Domingtatus along with India. Northern Ireland
was almost a Dominion with a full parliament of @#/n, but continued to send members to
the British Imperial Parliament at Westminster geaet of the United Kingdom. In 1938, a West
Indies Royal Commission recommended the establishimiea federation of the British West
Indies as a new self-governing Dominion in the iBhitCommonwealth similar to Canada.
This did not happen for another twenty years areh tbnly briefly, ending in failure due to
disagreement amongst the constituent islands.

Citizens of the new British Commonwealth retained tommon British Subject status. The
Governor General of each Dominion would now repregbe Crown and not the British
Government. New Zealand had had a Governor Gesieia 1917 but Newfoundland still had a
Governor. The King continued to have a common Imapétle throughout all part of the British
Empire of 'King of Great Britain and Ireland anck tBritish Dominions Beyond the Seas and
Emperor of India'. Individual citizenships of th@minions was not to be created until after the
Second World War. Despite the passing of the StawfiWestminster and the granting of full
self-government to the Dominions, complete constiial independence was still not yet
achieved. The Statute did not, however, immedigbetywide for any changes to the legislation
establishing the constitutions of the Dominions.isThmeant, for example, that many
constitutional changes continued to require therugntion of the British Parliament, although
only at the request and with the consent of the iDmms. The constitutional powers of the
British Parliament over the Dominions was not regin Canada, Australia and New Zealand
until the 1980's, in the Union of South Africa uinitileft the Commonwealth in 1961, and in the
Irish Free State until it adopted its own quasikigjzan constitution in 1937.

Under the provisions of section 9 of the Statute,British Parliament still had the power to pass
legislation regarding the Australian states, algiou'in accordance with the [existing]
constitutional practice”. In practice, these powsrsre not exercised. For example, in a
referendum held in April 1933 in Western Austrab®% of voters voted for the state to leave
the Commonwealth of Australia with the aim of bedwogna separate Dominion within the
British Empire. The state government sent a delegab Westminster to cause the result to be
enacted, but the British Parliament refused tawatee on the grounds that it was a matter for the
Commonwealth of Australia. As a result no actiorswaken. So in a legal sense, the Dominions
remained colonies for long after the Statute of WMasster was passed, gaining full
independence once the power of the British Parlidnie legislate for them was completely
removed. They were completely self-governing in ather matters and were no longer
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automatically at war when Britain went to war. Theminions made their own declarations of
war at the start of the Second World War in 1939.

The British Union Jack was the national flag of tatire British Empire including all of
the Dominions until well after the Second World Wahe Union Jack was the official flag in
India until 1947, in Australia and New Zealand Lid®54, in Newfoundland until 1980 well
after it joined Canada in 1949, in Ceylon until 9% the Union of South Africa until 1958
along with its own flag for 30 years, and in Canadatil 1965. The Irish Free State,
however, dropped the Union Jack in the 1920's. Weweall British territories also had a
colonial ensign which was either red or blue wile Union Jack in the upper left corner (the
canton) and their own badge or emblem on the flyesé ensigns were used at sea and at
international gatherings. As the Dominions becan@emautonomous, these ensigns evolved
into their national flags. Australia adopted itadland red ensign flags with the white stars of the
Southern Cross and its Australian Commonwealth fatiamunofficial use in 1901, while the
Union Jack remained the official flag. New Zealatbpted its blue ensign with red stars of the
Southern Cross in 1902 as a national flag whiclw ##ong with the Union Jack. The Australian
and New Zealand ensigns are still in use today.fikemdland adopted a red ensign with its coat
of arms on the fly in 1904. The Union of South &&j which had used a red ensign with its coat
of arms since 1910, formally adopted two flags 928. The Union of South Africa brought in
its own distinctive orange, white and blue horizbriticolour national flag containing a small
Union Jack and two small Boer flags in the cerdre] the other flag was the Union Jack which
would continue to be flown to show loyalty to thenire. Canada, however, adopted the British
Union Jack as its national flag in 1904 and onkgcua red ensign with its coat of arms at sea and
at international gatherings. Calls for a distinet@anadian flag to be used on land, probably an
ensign containing the Union Jack for loyalty to Erapire and a maple leaf for Canada, began in
1925 and debated again in 1938 and 1946, whenettheemsign with the coat of arms was
authorised for use as a de facto national flaglfanada, while the Union Jack remained the
official flag. Disagreement between English-spegkianadians who wanted the Union Jack and
more nationalistic French-speaking Canadians képt issue unresolved for many more
years. The nationalistic Irish Free State usedst@ndtive tricolour as its national flag, which was
adopted during the Irish Revolution of 1919, antll ist use by the Irish Republic today. India
used a red ensign with the star of India on thehfbwever in 1931, Indian nationalists began to
use an orange, white and green horizontal tricdllagy for their movement, which evolved into
the national flag after independence in 1947. &hiterritories obviously dropped the Union Jack
when they got their independence after the Secoadd/War, except for a few which continued
to use ensigns with the Union Jack in the upperck@ier (the canton).

Imperial Conferences continued with the Britishni&iMinister and Dominion Prime Ministers
from Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the Union olit§ Africa, the Irish Free State and
Newfoundland. The Imperial Conferences of 1926 H80 adopted the Balfour Report with the
recommendations which were enacted in the Stafiféestminster of 1931. Southern Rhodesia
was represented at the 1930 and 1937 Imperial @ades. The last Imperial Conference before
the Second World War was held in 1937 for the Cation of King George VI. India and Burma
were represented at the 1937 Imperial Conferendethie Irish Free State (Eire) was absent (it
had declared itself to be a pseudo-republic in year). Imperial Conferences were renamed as
Commonwealth Prime Ministers' Conferences in 1944.
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The British Empire in 1931

Territories

United Kingdom

Dominions

Canada

Australia

New Zealand

Union of South Africa
Irish Free State
Newfoundland
Southern Rhodesia
Malta

Dominions Sub-Total

Indian Empire

Colonies

Colonies in Europe
Colonies in Asia
Colonies in Africa
Colonies in Americas
Colonies in Oceania
Colonies Sub-Totaf

British Empire Total

Area (sguare miles) Population
94,728 44,200,000
3,684,723 9,787,000
2,974,581 5,436,000
104,225 1,500,000
471,917 6,929,000
26,600 2,972,000
152,734 264,000
149,000 1,033,000
122 225,000
7,658,180 72 346,000
1,805,332 318,942,000
2 21,000

320,931 13,708,000
3,199,357 42,435,000
170,757 1,091,000
200,111 1,140,000
3,835 250 59 395 000
13,355,015 450,402,000

Population per square mile

469

14
15
112

2,000

177

10,500
43
13
15

34

Population and industrial capacity of the British Commonwealth

United Kingdom
Canada
Australia

New Zealand

Union of South Africa (white)

Indian Empire
British Commonwealth*

Population in 1939

47 961,000
11,682,000
6,807,000
1,585,000

2 161,000
374,200,000

444,396,000
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Steel output in tons

13,192,000
1,407,000
1,189,000

250,000
1,035,000
17,073,000
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Economically, the Empire was united. The Empire iting Board existed from 1926 to 1933
to promote inter-British Empire trade. A British Rire Conference in Ottawa, Canada in 1932
established Empire preferential trade in which gmeice was given to goods being traded
between Empire countries and at lower tariffs tftarother countries. British trade with Empire
countries vastly increased after this. Empire coest except Canada (which had a dollar since
1850) and Newfoundland, also belonged to the &tgirea, made up of countries which used
British Pounds Sterling as their currency or theeb&or their currency. These arrangements
lasted until 1972. Pounds Sterling circulated ia British Empire, but in some parts, they were
used alongside local currencies such as the Indigoee. For example, the gold sovereign was
legal tender in Canada despite the use of the Gamatbllar. Several colonies and dominions
adopted the pound as their own currency. Theseided the Australian, British West African,
Cypriot, Fijian, Jamaican, New Zealand, South Asnicand Southern Rhodesian pounds. Some
of these pounds retained parity with Sterling tigtoaut their existence (e.g. the South African
pound), whilst others deviated from parity in laigrars (e.g. the Australian pound). These
currencies and others tied to Sterling constittiedSterling Area. Some foreign countries which
were not parts of the British Empire, also belongedhe Sterling Area because they pegged
their currencies to the British Pound Sterling. $oof these included Denmark, Sweden,
Norway, Argentina and Iran. It is often said thhe tBritish Empire peaked in the 1920s,
following World War One (1914-18), in which it g&a most of the German territories in Africa,
and Ottoman provinces in the Near East by Leagidatibns mandates. After the passage of the
Statute of Westminster in 1931, the British monaremained (and still remains, except for
South Africa), the monarch of the Dominions, repréed by British Governors General and
their citizens remained British Subjects until @adt 1947, so the Dominions continued to be
counted as parts of the British Empire. World WaioT1(1939-45) showed that they were indeed
parts of the Empire: in 1939 the Australian primiaister informed his country that Britain had
declared war on Germany and that "as a result Alisstis also at war", and in 1940 millions of
pounds of gold were shipped to Canada in prepardtio a possible relocation of the British
royal family. By this reckoning, the Empire reachésl greatest extent following that war, in
1945 when most of the Italian territories in Afrigdabya, Eritrea and Somaliland) were occupied
by Britain, as was all of Northwest Germany andgaf Austria and Berlin.

King George V and British Prime Minister Stanleyld®ain with Dominion Prime Ministers of
Newfoundland, New Zealand, Australia, the UnionSafuth Africa, the Irish Free State and
Canada at the Imperial Commonwealth Conference 9861 Southern Rhodesia would be
represented at the next Imperial Conference in 18®%0a and Burma would send observers in
1937.

Movement around the Empire was easy and Britishpleetended to emigrate to Canada,

Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Afrik@nya and Southern Rhodesia only needing
a passport and a ticket for travel. They could gggvb and buy a home when they got there.
Many British people also went to India particulaidyserve in the vast administration of the Raj.
One of these passports gave any British Subjeatlaene in the Empire instant access to their
one quarter of the world as it was clearly statedhe first inside page of the passport that it was
good for free travel anywhere in the British Empifais lasted until 1948. The details inside the
passport were written by hand. Imperial Airways dethe first long-distance flights around the

British Empire in the mid-1930's. The self-govegqiidominions had the best of both - they were
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autonomous, but they kept all the links that theypke offered. Many people from the West
Indies and Africa moved to Britain, particularlytexf the Second World War to seek better
employment.

Royal tours of the Empire increased over the ydairsg George V travelled to India in 1911
after his coronation for the one and only Delhi Barrfor his investiture as Emperor of India. He
was the only reigning monarch to visit India. Plémsa Durbar in India for King George VI in
1937 were cancelled due to the growing nationagliitical situation demanding independence
for India. The Prince of Wales carried out a totithe Empire in 1919-1920. To show the new
status of the Dominions as autonomous communkiegal visits of the reigning monarch to the
Dominions began as the Second World War approachesl monarch would spend some time
in the Dominions to show that they now had a marpdrtant function to play in international
relations. In 1939, King George VI became the fmsigning monarch to tour an overseas
Dominion with his visit to Canada. He was also fiil& reigning monarch to tour the Union of
South Africa in 1947. Queen Elizabeth Il was thetfreigning monarch to tour Australia, New
Zealand and Ceylon in 1954.

British Empire Games

British Empire Games began in Hamilton, Ontarion&ia in 1930 with teams from Australia,
Bermuda, British Guiana, Canada, England, Newfcumdil New Zealand, Northern Ireland,
Scotland, the Union of South Africa and Wales. 8itileese games were only for the British parts
of the world, the United Kingdom was representedtdyour constituent countries on separate
teams. However, they came together as a singlet ®r¢ain team in the Olympics. In 1930,
events included track and field, bowling, boxingwmg, swimming and wrestling. The games
were held every four years, except during the Se¢ddorld War, in 1934, 1938 and in 1950.

Second World War

Empire troops from the United Kingdom, Canada, Aal&t, South Africa, India and other
colonies served loyally in the Boer War (1899 —2)9(n the First World War (1914-1918) and
the Second World War (1939 — 1945). In the Boer \ad in the First World War, the
Dominions were automatically at war when Britainnivéo war. However, after the passage of
the Statute of Westminster in 1931, the Dominioosl@& choose to serve or to remain out of
Britain’s wars. British wartime Prime Minister Witos1 Churchill, who led the British Empire
during the Second World War, consulted the Domision the war effort. In the Second World
War, the self-governing Dominions came loyally tot&én's side immediately when war broke
out. Australia and New Zealand declared war orstrae day as Britain — September 3, 1939. A
bitterly divided South African parliament also dmeld war on this day. The Canadian
parliament took one week to debate and approveldictaration of war, which was issued for
Canada on September 10, 1939. However, Ireland;hwiiad declared itself a de facto republic
in 1937, remained neutral. India, not yet fullyfsgverning, was automatically at war when
Britain went to war, much to the anger of Indiatiovaalists who were demanding independence.
Many Indians fought loyally with the British andhets helped the Japanese.

During the war, particularly after 1942, much oé tBritish Far Eastern Empire in Burma, Hong
Kong, Malaya, Singapore and British North Bornel tie@ the Japanese. British and Canadian
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troops were captured in Hong Kong. The Channehttdavere occupied by the Germans and the
Italians conquered British Somaliland for one yéw@uperial unity during the Second World War
was clearly shown by programmes such as the Bi@@mmonwealth Air Training Plan, where
airmen of the British, Canadian, Australian and N2ealand air forces trained together in
Canada during the war. As in the First World Wagn@dians distinguished themselves in
Europe and bravely took part in the ill-fated Diegpaid against Nazi-occupied France in 1942.
After the fall of Singapore in that same year, &ntwas unable to help Australia and New
Zealand, who turned to the United States for aast&t against the Japanese in the Far East. The
British Eighth Army which took part in the victous British campaigns in North Africa
included British, Canadian, Australian, New ZealaSduth African and Indian troops. At the
end of the war in 1945, all imperial territoriestido enemy powers were retaken and restored to
the British Empire. Also in 1945, the British Empigxpanded to its widest extent as Britain took
over administration of Italy’'s possessions in Adriegncluding Eritrea, Italian Somaliland
(Somalia), part of Libya and the Dodecanese Islamdise Mediterranean. A British occupation
zone was set up in defeated Germany and Austrieghss French, American and Soviet zones,
until 1949. The British planned to make the Dodesaninto a self-governing territory under the
British Crown, but they were transferred to Greetd 947. Britain also briefly administered
Madagascar, Syria, Sicily, the Dutch East Indiesd lrench Indochina. Iraq, Egypt and southern
Iran had also been re-occupied by the British dutine war

The British Empire possessed further resourcesvior Canada and Australia had significant
industries and their populations, like those of Négaland and white Union of South Africa,
were well-educated and physically and mentally bépaf providing high-quality recruits.
These four self-governing dominions followed théiBln lead and declared war in 1939.

In 1945, at the end of the war, a general eleatidBritain swept Winston Churchill, who was a
great imperialist who opposed Indian independence,of power, to be replaced by Labour
Prime Minister Clement Attlee, who was more sympathto nationalistic demands and creating
a British Commonwealth of Nations of completely epdndent members. Winston Churchill
was to return to power in the early 1950's. Aft&43, there was now no doubt that the
Dominions were nations in their own right. This wasognised by the British Parliament in
1947, and in the case of Canada, King George Viktesired some of his powers to the Canadian
Governor General. Australia and New Zealand finedlyfied the Statute of Westminster and the
Union of South Africa elected a Nationalist goveemnin 1948 which desired a republic. The
term 'Dominion’ would be abandoned soon after thexo8d World War as British
Commonwealth countries would prefer to be refetreds nations. Indian independence, a key
demand for participation in the war by Indian leadevas only a matter of time. The fall of the
world’s greatest Empire was imminent. A new Commealth of Nations was about to take
shape.

Following the Second World War, Britain's economgswdevastated and took well into the
1950's to recover. Food rationing continued afterwar until it was finally phased out by 1954.
Due to a particularly harsh winter in 1947, footlanas in Britain were cut during that year. The
overseas Dominions showed their loyalty to Britdly coming to Britain's aid with
generous donations of food.
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7. Commonwealth
Indian Independence

World War | began with an unprecedented outpounhdoyalty and goodwill towards the
United Kingdom from India and the rest of the BtitiEmpire, contrary to initial British fears of
an Indian revolt. India contributed generously e British war effort by providing men and
resources. About 1.3 million Indian soldiers anbolarers served in Europe, Africa, and the
Middle East, while both the Indian government ahd princes sent large supplies of food,
money, and ammunition. But high casualty ratesyrisgainflation compounded by heavy
taxation, a widespread influenza epidemic, anddieuption of trade during the war escalated
human suffering in India. The prewar nationalistverent revived, as moderate and extremist
groups within the Congress submerged their diffeesnn order to stand as a unified front. In
1916, the Congress succeeded in forging the LuckRewt, a temporary alliance with the
Muslim League over the issues of devolution of fordi power and the future of Islam in the
region.

The British themselves adopted a "carrot and stagigjroach in recognition of India's support
during the war and in response to renewed natsinaémands. In August 1917, Edwin
Montagu, the secretary of state for India, madehibric announcement in Parliament that the
British policy for India was "increasing associatiof Indians in every branch of the
administration and the gradual development of gelferning institutions with a view to the
progressive realization of responsible governmentndia as an integral part of the British
Empire." The means of achieving the proposed measeare later enshrined in the Government
of India Act of 1919, which introduced the prin@pbf a dual mode of administration, or
diarchy, in which both elected Indian legislatorsl appointed British officials shared power.
The act also expanded the central and provincigislltures and widened the franchise
considerably. Diarchy set in motion certain reamies at the provincial level: a number of non-
controversial or "transferred" portfolios, suchagsiculture, local government, health, education,
and public works, were handed over to Indians, evhilore sensitive matters such as finance,
taxation, and maintaining law and order were ret@iby the provincial British administrators.

The positive impact of reform was seriously undewmxi in 1919 by the Rowlatt Act, named
after the recommendations made the previous yeé#netdmperial Legislative Council by the
Rowlatt Commission, which had been appointed tcestigate "seditious conspiracy.” The
Rowlatt Act, also known as the Black Act, vested Yficeroy's government with extraordinary
powers to quell sedition by silencing the presgaideng political activists without trial, and
arresting any individuals suspected of seditiontreason without a warrant. In protest, a
nationwide cessation of workdrtal) was called, marking the beginning of widespresithough
not nationwide, popular discontent. The agitatioeashed by the acts culminated on 13 April
1919, in the Amritsar Massacre in Amritsar, PunjBlioe British military commander, Brigadier-
General Reginald Dyer, ordered his soldiers toifite an unarmed and unsuspecting crowd of
some 10,000 persons. They had assembled at Jal@arBagh, a walled garden, to celebrate
Baisakhi, a Sikh festival, without prior knowledgéthe imposition of martial law. A total of
1,650 rounds were fired, killing 379 persons andimebng 1,137 in the episode, which dispelled
wartime hopes of home rule and goodwill in a frengzpostwar reaction.
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India's option for an entirely original path to aising swaraj (self-rule, sometimes translated as
Home Rule or Independence) was due largely to Mahabandhi, (Mahatma meani@eat
Sou). A native of Gujarat who had been educated inlthged Kingdom, he had been a timid
lawyer with a modest practice. His legal careetelds short time, since he immediately took to
fighting for just causes on behalf of the Indiameounity in South Africa. Gandhi had accepted
an invitation in 1893 to represent indentured Ind&bourers in South Africa, where he stayed
on for more than twenty years, lobbying againstatadiscrimination. Gandhi's battle was not
only against basic discrimination and abusive lalioeatment; it was in protest of suppressive
police control akin to the Rowlatt Acts. After sealemonths of non-violent protests and arrests
of thousands of indentured laborers, the ruler ofit® Africa, Gen. Jan Smutts released all
prisoners and repealed the oppressive legislatigrmung, timid Indian was now blooded in the
art of revolution, and well on course to MahatmadhdHis victory in South Africa excited many
Indians at home. He returned to India in 1915 uaityy a stranger to public life but fired with a
patriotic vision of a new India. It should be nqteédwever, that Gandhi did not yet believe that
political independence from the Empire was thetsmihuto India's problems. Upon his return, he
had candidly stated that if as a citizen of the Eepfhe wanted freedom and protection, it would
be wrong of him not to aid in the defence of thepizmnduring World War 1.

A veteran Congressman and Indian leader Gopal Kaishokhale became Gandhi's mentor, and
Gandhi traveled widely across the country for yetlhreough different provinces, villages and
cities, learning about India's cultures, the liféhe vast majority of Indians, their difficultiesd
tribulations. Gandhi's ideas and strategies of rent civil disobedience initially appeared
impractical to some Indians and veteran CongressnienGandhi's own words, "civil
disobedience is civil breach of unmoral statutamga@ments,” but as he viewed it, it had to be
carried out nonviolently by withdrawing cooperatiamth the corrupt state. Gandhi's ability to
inspire millions of common people was initiated whiee used satyagraha during the anti-
Rowlatt Act protests in Punjab. In Champaran, Bil@andhi took up the cause of desperately
poor sharecroppers, landless farmers who were lberngd to grow cash crops at the expense of
crops which formed their food supply, and pay hadaisly oppressive taxes. Neither were they
sufficiently paid to buy food. By now, Gandhi hatkd his European dress for self-woven khadi
dhotis and shawls, as is seen in his most famoagrps. This simple Gandhi instantly
electrified millions of poor, common Indians. Hesxane of themnot a fancy, educated elitist
Indian. His arrest by police caused major protéstsughout the province and the British
government was forced to release him, and grand#émands of Gandhi and the farmers of
Bihar, which were the freedom to grow the cropghair choosing, exemption from taxation
when hurt by famine or drought, and proper comp@msdor cash crops. It was with his victory
in Champaran, that Gandhi was lovingly accordedtitte of Mahatma. It was given not by
journalists or observers, but the very milliongebple for whom he had come to fight.

In 1920, under Gandhi's leadership, the Congressra@ganised and given a new constitution,
whose goal wasSwaraj (independence). Membership in the party was opdoednyone
prepared to pay a token fee, and a hierarchy ohattees was established and made responsible
for discipline and control over a hitherto amorphaand diffuse movement. The party was
transformed from an elite organisation to one ofsnaational appeal and participation.

Gandhi always stressed that the movement shoulBendirected against the British people, but
the unjust system of outside administration. Bhmitsfficers and leaders are human beings,

58



emphasized Gandhi, and capable of the same mistdkewlerance, racism and cruelty as the
common Indian or any other human being. Punishrfmernthese sins was God's task, and not the
mission of the freedom movement. But the liberatwdr850 million people from colonial and
social tyranny definitely was. During his first iatwide satyagraha, Gandhi urged the people to
boycott British educational institutions, law cajrand products; to resign from government
employment; to refuse to pay taxes; and to for&kesh titles and honours. Although this came
too late to influence the framing of the new Goweemt of India Act of 1919, the magnitude of
disorder resulting from the movement was unpaedieind presented a new challenge to British
rule. Over 10 million people protested according Gandhi's guidelines in all cities and
thousands of towns and villages in every part efdbuntry. But Gandhi made a tough decision
and called off the campaign in 1922 because oftestiaus murder of policemen in Chauri
Chaura by a mob of agitators. He was deeply dstbsvith the act, and the possibility that
crowds of protestors would lose control like thasdifferent parts of the country, causing the
fight for national freedom to degenerate into aotitaorgy of bloodshed, where Englishmen
would be murdered by mobs, and the British forcesld/ retaliate against innocent civilians. He
felt Indians needed more discipline and had to tstded that they were not out to punish the
British, but to expose the negative effects of rtrdéscrimination and tyranny. As much as
liberating India, he hoped to reform the Britiseeghem as friends and break the back of racism
and colonialism across the world. He was imprisonetP22 for six years, but served only two.
On his release from prison, he set up the Sabarksatiam in Ahmedabad, on the banks of river
Sabarmati, established the newspapeung India and inaugurated a series of reforms aimed at
the socially disadvantaged within Hindu societie tural poor, and the untouchables.

Emerging leaders within the Congress --Jawaharédir®d Vallabhbhai Patel, Subhash Chandra
Bose, and others-- championed Gandhi's leadersharticulating nationalist aspirations. The
Indian political spectrum was further broadenedha mid-1920s by the emergence of both
moderate and militant parties, such as the SwamdyPHindu Mahasabha, Communist Party of
India and the Rashtriya Swayemsevak Sangh. Regpmiidilcal organisations also continued to
represent the interests of non-Brahmans in Madfdabars in Maharashtra, and Sikhs in Punjab.
In the 1920’s, Indian nationalists wanted Dominsbtatus within the British Empire like Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africedahe Irish Free State, but by 1930 this had
escalated to wanting full independence as a repobliside the Empire.

Following the rejection of the recommendations fed Simon Commission by Indians, an all-
party conference was held at Bombay in May 1928 Thnference appointed a drafting
committee under Motilal Nehru to draw up a consitiu for India. The Calcutta session of the
Indian National Congress asked the British govemtnte accord Dominion status to India by
December 1929, or a countrywide civil disobediemmm/ement would be launched. The Indian
National Congress, at its historic Lahore sessioécember 1929, under the presidency of
Jawaharlal Nehru, adopted a resolution to gain ¢et@pndependence from the British. It
authorised the Working Committee to launch a cdidobedience movement throughout the
country. It was decided that 26 January 1930 shbeldbserved all over India as tRerna
Swaraj(complete independence) Day. Many Indian politgaties and Indian revolutionaries of
a wide spectrum united to observe the day with boaad pride. It was an Indian Declaration of
Independence. Gandhi emerged from his long seclubyp undertaking his most famous
campaign, a march of about 400 kilometres fromcbimmune in Ahmedabad to Dandi, on the
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coast of Gujarat between 12 March and 6 April 193 march is usually known as tBbandi
March or theSalt SatyagrahaAt Dandi, in protest against British taxes ort, 42 and thousands
of followers broke the law by making their own siim sea water. In April 1930 there were
violent police-crowd clashes in Calcutta. Approxietg over 100,000 people were imprisoned
in the course of the Civil disobedience movemefBQt31). While Gandhi was in jail, the first
Round Table Conference was held in London in Noveni®30, without representation from
the Indian National Congress. The ban upon the &ssgwas removed because of economic
hardships caused by the satyagraha. Gandhi, aldhgther members of the Congress Working
Committee, was released from prison in January 1931

In March of 1931, the Gandhi-Irwin Pact was signadd the government agreed to set all
political prisoners free. In return, Gandhi agréediscontinue the civil disobedience movement
and participate as the sole representative of thefess in the second Round Table Conference,
which was held in London in September 1931. Howetlee conference ended in failure in
December 1931. Gandhi returned to India and deciedesume the civil disobedience
movement in January 1932.

For the next few years, the Congress and the goerh were locked in conflict and
negotiations until what became the Government dial\ct of 1935 could be hammered out. By
then, the rift between the Congress and the Mukkague had become unbridgeable as each
pointed the finger at the other acrimoniously. TMaslim League disputed the claim of the
Congress to represent all people of India, while @ongress disputed the Muslim League's
claim to voice the aspirations of all Muslims.

The Government of India Act 1935, the voluminousd &énal constitutional effort at governing
British India, articulated three major goals: efithling a loose federal structure, achieving
provincial autonomy, and safeguarding minority tagés through separate electorates. The
federal provisions, intended to unite princely esaand British India at the centre, were not
implemented because of ambiguities in safeguardireg existing privileges of princes. In
February 1937, however, provincial autonomy becameality when elections were held; the
Congress emerged as the dominant party with a ohegority in five provinces and held an
upper hand in two, while the Muslim League perfodrpeorly.

In 1939, the Viceroy Lord Linlithgow declared Ingizentrance into World War 1l without
consulting Indian provincial governments, unlikes teelf-governing Dominions of Australia,
Canada, New Zealand and South Africa, which dedlar@ in their own parliaments. In protest,
the Congress asked all of its elected represeetatwy resign from the government. Jinnah, the
president of the Muslim League, persuaded partntgpat the annual Muslim League session at
Lahore in 1940 to adopt what later came to be knas/the Lahore Resolution, demanding the
division of India into two separate sovereign fatene Muslim, the other Hindu; sometimes
refered as Two Nation Theory. Although the idedPakistan had been introduced as early as
1930, very few had responded to it. However, théatie political climate and hostilities
between the Hindus and Muslims transformed the wle®akistan into a stronger demand.
Indians throughout the country were divided overrM/&ar 1l, as the British had unilaterally
and without consulting the elected representatofeimdians, entered India into the war. Some
wanted to support the British, especially throulgld Battle of Britain, hoping for independence
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eventually through this backing during the U.K.'ssincritical life-death struggle. Others were
enraged by the British disregard for Indian ingghice and civil rights, and were unsympathetic
to the travails of the British people, which thegws as rightful revenge for the alleged
enslavement of Indians. In a climate of frustratianger and other tumultuous emotions, arose
two epochal movements that form the climax of th8-§ear struggle for freedom of 350 million
Indians. The arbitrary entry of India into the waas strongly opposed by Subhash Chandra
Bose, who had been elected President of the Cangnese, in 1937 and 1939. After lobbying
against participation in the war, he resigned fl@angress in 1939 and started a new party, the
All India Forward Bloc. He was placed under housest, but escaped in 1941. He surfaced in
Germany, and enlisted German and Japanese hegfhtdife British in India.

In 1943, he travelled to Japan from Germany on dd@erman and Japanese submarines. In
Japan, he helped organise the Indian National AfiN¥A) and set up a government-in-exile.
During the war, the Andaman and Nicobar islandsecanmder INA control, and Bose renamed
them Shahid (Martyr) and Swaraj (Independence). The INA engaged British troops in
northeastern India, hoping to liberate Indian teriés under colonial rule. But the poorly
equipped soldiers fighting in dense jungle and witle real support from the Japanese died by
the thousands. Their die-hard courage, patriotisoh spirit could not overcome the disastrous
odds, and the INA's efforts ended with the surreddapan in 1945. It is agreed by many that
Subhash Chandra Bose was killed in an air crasiugust 1945. But his death is still
controversial.

The Congress Party, which had not supported Base'®f violence, embraced the INA martyrs
and surviving soldiers as heroes. The Congresspsatspecial fund to take care of the survivors
and the families of the soldiers who lost theirevor were seriously wounded. To this day,
Subhas Bose's daring and courage are an awe-igpriample for newer generations of
Indians, and the INA soldiers are treated in egegard and honour to the men who fought with
Mahatma Gandhi, albeit the use of violence.

The Quit India Movement (Bharat Chhodo Andolan) wees final call, the definitive organised
movement of civil disobedience for immediate indegence of India from British rule issued by
Mahatma Gandhi on 8 August, 1942, made famous $glbgarDo or Die. Unlike the previous
two Gandhi-led revolts, Quit India was more con&ieval (as it was in the middle of World War
I), and specifically designed to obtain the eXithee British from Indian shores.

The Congress Party had earlier taken the initiatipen the outbreak of war to support the
British, but were rebuffed when they asked for peledence in return. On 14 July, 1942, the
Indian National Congress passed a resolution demgncomplete independence from the
United Kingdom. The draft proposed that if the Bhtdid not accede to the demands, a massive
Civil Disobedience would be launched. However, gswan extremely controversial decision.
The Congress had lesser success in rallying othlgicpal forces under a single flag and mast.

On 8 August, 1942, the Quit India resolution wassea at the Bombay session of the All India
Congress Committee (AICC). At Gowalia Tank, Mum@aindhi urged Indians to follow a non-
violent civil disobedience. Gandhi told the massesct as an independent nation and not to
follow the orders of the British. The British, ey alarmed by the advance of the Japanese
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army to the India/Burma border, responded the daxtby imprisoning Gandhi at the Aga Khan

Palace in Pune. The Congress Party's Working Caeenior national leadership was arrested all
together and imprisoned at the Ahmednagar Forty Hieo banned the party altogether. Large
scale protests and demonstrations were held aH theecountry. Workers remained absent en
masse and strikes were called. However, not all dbeonstrations were peaceful. Bombs
exploded, government buildings were set on fireecteicity was cut and transport and

communication lines were severed.

The British swiftly responded by mass detentionstofal over 100,000 arrests were made
nationwide, mass fines were levied, bombs wer@mipped and demonstrators were subjected
to public flogging.

The entire Congress leadership was cut-off from rést of the world for over three years.

Gandhi's wife Kasturba Gandhi died and personakssty Mahadev Desai died in a short space
of months, and Gandhi's own health was failing. ditesthis, Gandhi went on protest 21-day
fasts and maintained a superhuman resolve to aargtiresistance. Although the British released
Gandhi on account of his failing health in 1944 n@a kept up the resistance, demanding the
complete release of the Congress leadership.

The war had sapped a lot of the economic, politcal military life-blood of the Empire, but the
powerful Indian resistance had shattered the samit will of the British government, and had
made it clear that after the war, even a greadegelr movement would be launched and would
succeed, as no excuse or distraction fom the iaswdd remain. In addition, the British people
and the British Army seemed unwilling to back ai@pbf repression in India and other parts of
the Empire even as their own country lay shatténethe war's ravages. The writing was on the
wall, and freedom only a matter of time.

By early 1946, all political prisoners had beeraskd, and the British openly adopted a political
dialogue with the Indian National Congress for ¢hrentual independence of India. In that year,
the Congress passed a resolution that India shbelkkcbme an independent democratic
Republic and not be part of the British CommonwealVorld War Il not only changed the map
of the world, it also helped mature British pulbdiginion on India. The Labour Party's election
victory in 1945 helped reassess the merits of ttaglittonal policies. The new British
Government accounced that the British would leandal by no later than June, 1948. While the
British were negotiating to transfer power to Indize Muslim League renewed its demand for
the formation of Pakistan. Jinnah was opposed txirslp power with the Indian National
Congress, he declared 16 August 194Biasct Action Day which brought communal rioting in
many places in the north. Over 5,000 people welledki mostly Hindus. On 3 June 1947,
Viscount Lord Louis Mountbatten, the last Britislic®roy, announced that independence would
be advanced to 15 August of that year and he alsoumced plans for partition of the British
Indian Empire into secular India, and Muslim Pakmstwhich itself was divided into east and
west wings on either side of India. They would, bger, remain in the British Commonwealth
as completely independent and sovereign Dominieash with a Governor General representing
the Crown. The Congress agreed to this rather tityato fight for a Republic in order to bring
about independence much faster. They knew thatdbeld always write a new constitution and
walk out of the British Commonwealth later.
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At midnight, on 15 August, 1947, amidst ecstatiowting of "Jai Hind" (Victory to India), India
became an independent nation, with its first primaister Jawaharlal Nehru delivering his
famous speech on India’s tryst with destiny. Gaulithnot support the idea of partition of India,
so he did not participate in the celebration ofidndndependence. He spent the day fasting and
praying in Kolkata. Concurrently, the Muslim nortest and northeast of British India were
separated into the nation of Pakistan. Violent h#asbetween Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs
followed this partition. The area of Kashmir in ttae north of the subcontinent quickly became
a source of controversy that erupted into the Fndo-Pakistani War which lasted from 1947 to
1949. The Dominion of India and the Dominion of B&kn were created in 1947 and the
Dominion of Ceylon in 1948.

Both India and Pakistan were Dominions within thedde, granted full autonomy, with the
King-Emperor crowned as King and Head of Stateathndia and Pakistan, and the Governor
General as the King's representative. Prime Miniiehru and Deputy Prime Minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel invited Lord Mountbatten to caog as Governor General of India. He was
replaced in June 1948, by Chakravarti Rajgopalachaveteran Congress leader. Mohammed
Ali Jinnah took charge as Pakistan's Governor Génand Liaquat Ali Khan became the
Muslim state's Prime Minister. The Constituent Asbkes of both Dominions would serve as
their respective legislative bodies. King Georgedvpped the title ‘Emperor of India’ in 1948
to recognise India’s independence. Pakistan hadanto existence in two separate parts to the
west and east of India.

One man rose to the challenges faced by the tuoudtbirth of a gigantic nation like no other:
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. As India's Home MinisEardar Patel was the leader of all-out efforts
to stop communal violence; caring and rehabilitafiar the 10 million Hindu and Sikh refugees
pouring in from Pakistan.

As Minister for the States, Patel had the awesaspansibility of welding 565 princely states,
not parts of the India that would become free orAliust, 1947, leaving it half its natural size
of today. Patel nevertheless managed by ingenielv&t glove and fisiplomacy to obtain the
accession of 562 states, appealing to the paimatisthe kings and if necessary, pointing out the
insurmountable and rising threat of the peoplalsttfior democracy and a united nation to live
in. Patel also established democratic governmentslé¢ those states while the Constitution was
being prepared. Sardar Patel however, had to use fo obtain the accession of Hyderabad
state. Its Muslim ruler was holding out, and evilreatening to accede to Pakistan. Its 85%
Hindu majority population was being oppressed,relytishunt out of political participation, and
a Muslim terrorist group propping the ruler up,ledlthe Razakars, attacked towns and villages
in India. The Princely State of Hyderabad joinedlidanin 1948 and the State of Kashmir
remained disputed between India and Pakistan.

The growing danger to India's stability, securitglduture by Hyderabad's oppressive monarchy
could not be tolerated, and Indian forces were sehy Patel to liberate it in May of 1948. The
state of Junagadh in Gujarat was similarly libedasdter its Muslim nawab acceeded to Pakistan
despite a formidable geographical separation frjgnand an 80% Hindu majority population.
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But before the full culmination of the sacrificelseogeneration of Indians, terrible tragedies had
occurred. Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated on yaBiat 948, by a Hindu fanatic who held
him responsible for partition. The whole nationmi®ed in shock, and literally millions of
people poured out in Delhi to follow Gandhi's fusdecaravan. Fond eulogies poured in from
men like Albert Einstein and U.S. President Harryrian, and even the mighty British nation,
the beaten adversary of this frail old man, joinedgrieving and genuine sorrow. On 25
December, 1950, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the Man of India, the strongest Congress leader
and Gandhi's loyal lieutenant died of a heart &ttRatel had suffered his first heart attack within
a month of Gandhi's passing, as the bottled-ud gkier the Mahatma's passing exploded and
nearly killed him. Sardar Patel's most enduringtgbuations had come just after independence.
The India which stepped into the latter half of @@th century, free and sovereign, did not
include Goa, until it was liberated from Portuguesatrol in 1961, and Pondicherry, which the
French ceded in 1953-54. In 1952, India held it flemocratic general elections, with a turnout
of voters exceeding 62%, making it in practice Waald's largest democracy. While Pakistan
was satisfied to start off independence as a Damjrindians began to write a new constitution
for themselves which would be enacted by 1950.

Kashmir
{Disputed)

West Pakistan

PARTITION OF
INDIA
15 AUGUST 1947




Creation Of Israel

Palestine had been a British Mandate since 1922 tivé British intent of making it a national
home for the Jews, against the wishes of the Acgdulation. By 1946, many of the surrounding
Arab nations were also emerging from colonial rdleansjordan, under the Hashemite ruler
Abdullah, gained independence from Britain in 1946t it remained under heavy British
influence. The Anglo-Egyptian Treaty of 1936 incdddprovisions by which Britain would
maintain a garrison of troops on the Suez CanalnFt945 on, Egypt attempted to renegotiate
the terms of this treaty, which was viewed as a ihatimg vestige of colonialism. An Arab
revolt took place in Palestine from 1936 to 1939.

In 1945, at British prompting, Egypt, Iragq, Leban@audi Arabia, Syria, Transjordan, and
Yemen formed the Arab League to coordinate poliegween the Arab states. Irag and
Transjordan coordinated policies closely, signinmatual defense treaty, while Egypt, Syria,
Lebanon, and Saudi Arabia feared that Transjordamdvannex part or all of Palestine, and use
it as a basis to attack or undermine Syria, Lebaand the Hijaz.

On 29 November 1947 the United Nations General ibbe approved a plan, UN General
Assembly Resolution 181, to resolve the Arab-Jewshflict by partitioning Palestine into two
states, one Jewish and one Arab. Each state waumgprise three major sections, linked by
extraterritorial crossroads; the Arab state wolso have an enclave at Jaffa. With about 32% of
the population, the Jews would get 56% of thetyj an area that then contained 499,000 Jews
and 438,000 Palestinians, though this includedrthespitable Negev Desert in the south. The
Palestinians would get 42% of the land, which thad a population of 818,000 Palestinians and
10,000 Jews. In consideration of its religious Bigance, the Jerusalem area, including
Bethlehem, with 100,000 Jews and an equal numb&atdstinians, was to become a Corpus
Separatum, to be administered by the UN. AlthouggthesJews criticized aspects of the plan, the
resolution was welcomed by most of the Jewish paiparl. The Zionist leadership accepted the
partition plan as "the indispensable minimum” glad they were with the international
recognition, but sorry that they didn't get moreguéing that the partition plan was unfair to the
Arabs with regard to the population balance at timg, the representatives of the Palestinian
Arabs and the Arab League firmly opposed the UNoacand even rejected its authority to
involve itself in the entire matter. They uphelthdt the rule of Palestine should revert to its
inhabitants, in accordance with the provisions of] the Charter of the United Nations."
According to Article 73b of the Charter, the UN shibdevelop self-government of the peoples
in a territory under its administration.

In 1947, following increasing levels of violence lyilitant groups, alongside unsuccessful
efforts to reconcile the Jewish and Arab populajdhe British government decided to withdraw
from the Palestine Mandate. Fulfilment of the 19N Partition Plan would have divided the
mandated territory into two states, Jewish and Agabng about half the land area to each state.
Under this plan, Jerusalem was intended to betamiational region under UN administration to
avoid conflict over its status. Immediately followi the adoption of the Partition Plan by the
United Nations General Assembly, the PalestiniambAeadership rejected the plan to create the
as-yet-unnamed Jewish state and launched a gueaitla
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On 14 May 1948, before the expiring of the Britiandate of Palestine at midnight of 15 May
1948, the State of Israel was proclaimed by Daush-&urion. The surrounding Arab states
supported the Palestinian Arabs in rejecting bo#h Partition Plan and the establishment of
Israel, and the armies of six Arab nations attackedState of Israel. Over the next 15 months
Israel captured an additional 26% of the Mandatatdey in the Arab-Israeli War of 1948 west
of the Jordan river and annexed it to the new stdtest of the Arab population fled or were
expelled during the war. The continuing conflictvaseen Israel and the Arab world resulted in a
lasting displacement that persists to this day.

Suez Crisis

In 1952, a revolution ousted the pro-British Kin§ lBgypt and a nationalist republic was
declared. Gamal Abdel Nasser had become Presiddritewanted foreign tropps out of Egypt.
Britain's desire to mend Anglo-Egyptian relationstihe wake of the coup saw her strive for
rapprochement with the latter throughout 1953 &9fsK1 Part of this process was the agreement,
in 1953, to terminate British rule in The Sudanl®b6 in return for Cairo's abandoning of its
claim to suzerainty over the Nile Valley region.@ctober 1954, Britain and Egypt concluded
an agreement on the phased evacuation of Britislps from the Suez base, the terms of which
agreed to withdrawal of all troops within 20 monthsintenance of the base to be continued,
and for Britain to hold the right to return for sewvyears.

Despite the establishment of such an agreement twéhBritish, Nasser's position remained
tenuous. The loss of Egypt's claim to the Sudaapleal with the continued presence of Britain
at Suez for a further two years, led to domestiesinincluding an assassination attempt against
him in October 1954. The tenuous nature of Nassaleéscaused him to believe that neither his
regime, nor Egypt's independence would be safé Hgyipt had established itself as head of the
Arab world. This would manifest itself in the clalbing of British Middle Eastern interests
throughout 1955.

Britain was eager to tame the unruly Nasser ankelddowards the U.S. for support. However,
Washington remained unresponsive. The events thaght the crisis to a head occurred in the
spring/summer of 1956. On May 16th Nasser offigiakcognised the People's Republic of
China, a move that angered the U.S. and its SegrefaState, John Foster Dulles, a keen
sponsor of Taiwan. This move, coupled with the iesgron that the project was beyond Egypt's
economic capabilities, caused Washington to witlvdeh American financial aid for the Aswan
Dam project on July 19th. Nasser's response wasdtienalisation of the Suez Canal on 26 July
1956. The nationalisation of the Suez Canal hiti@rieconomic and military interests in the
region. Britain was under immense domestic pressome Conservative MPs who drew direct
comparisons between the events of 1956 and thostuoich in the 1930s. After the American
government didn't support the British protests, Bngish government decided for the military
intervention against Egypt to avoid the completéapse of British prestige in the region.

However, direct military intervention ran the risk angering the United States and damaging
Anglo-Arab relations. As a result, the British gov@ent concluded a secret military pact with
France and Israel that aimed at regaining the &laml. The combined forces of the United
Kingdom, France and Israel attacked Egypt on 29kt 1956 to retake the canal, but this met
with international condemnation, even from some @mmwealth nations. The operation to take
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the canal was highly successful from a militarynpaf view, but was a political disaster due to
external forces. The United States forced a cdas@ih Britain, Israel, and France which it had
previously told the Allies it would not do. The U&manded that the invasion stop managed to
get a United Nations resolution to support it, whiestablished the first United Nations
Emergency Force (UNEF), and called for "an immededase-fire". Portugal and Iceland went
so far as to suggest ejecting Britain and Franae fNATO if they didn't withdraw from Egypt.
Britain and France withdrew from Egypt within a \Wed@fter an occupation since 1882, British
forces, along with French allies, left Egypt foetlast time by 22 December 1956, to be replaced
by neutral UNEF troops.

The Suez Canal, which had been the lifeline ofBhssh Empire, was lost and this was seen as
the last gasp of the Empire. Nasser declared Egyqumplete independence from the United
Kingdom and diplomatic relations between the twartdes were not re-established until 1969.
Decolonisation of the rest of the Empire would s@alow.

Decolonisation Of The British Empire

The League of Nations granted mandates over fofeeeman and Turkish territories in Africa,
the Middle East and the Pacific to Britain and B@minions in 1919. Mandates in the Middle
East in Irag became independent in 1932 and Padeatid Transjordan became independent as
Israel and Jordan shortly after World War Il. Leaguandates granted to Britain in Africa of
Togoland, Cameroons and Tanganyika became Unitéidridatrusteeships in 1946, continuing
under British guidance. They eventually became peddent within the Commonwealth after
1960. The Union of South Africa incorporated itsnaate of Southwest Africa into its national
territory, but this was not recognised by the Uitdations. Australia continued to have a
trusteeship over neighbouring New Guinea. Britdso decame responsible for Somalia, Eritrea
and part of Libya after World War 11.

The major decline of the British Empire began alimesnediately after the Second World War
when India was partitioned into two new Dominiorfslimdia and Pakistan in 1947. Ceylon
became a Dominion in 1948 and Burma broke away tteBritish Commonwealth to become
an independent republic. In 1948, the United Natiterminated Britain’s mandate in Palestine
and partitioned it into a Jewish state and Arall$ahe independent State of Israel was born in
1949. To this day, it has an uneasy relationshifh viis Arab neighbours. Libya gained
independence in 1952, Eritrea joined Ethiopia iB11&nd Somalia reverted to Italian control as
a Trust Territory in 1949, gaining independenc&960.

At the time of independence of the two new Domisiasf India and Pakistan, the other
Dominions of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and Wmon of South Africa, which had
become autonomous within the British Empire in 198&re declared in 1947 to be of equal
status with the United Kingdom within the Britistol@monwealth, free to establish their own
citizenships and appoint their own ambassadorsa@arad appointed its first ambassador,
which was to the United States, in 1943. Upon tiiependence of India and Pakistan in August
1947, the British Government departments respamsibl the empire were changed. The
Dominions Office merged with the India Office a® t@ommonwealth Relations Office. The
Commonwealth Relations Office later merged with @wonial Office in 1966 to become the
Commonwealth Office since most British colonialriteries had gained independence by then.
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This lasted for only two years, as the Foreign €ffand the Commonwealth Office merged in
1968 to create the single Foreign and Commonweafflte, commonly called the Foreign
Office or the FCO, which it remains today. It i tBritish government department responsible
for promoting the interests of the United Kingdowrerseas. Until the late 1940's, all citizens of
the British Empire were British Subjects with natdictive Dominion citizenships. Canadians,
Australians, New Zealanders, South Africans, etetenBritish Subjects only, and travelled on
British passports. However, after 1947, that begarchange. The British Commonwealth
countries began to establish their own distinctimidonal citizenships beginning with Canada in
1947, followed by South Africa in 1948 and Ausimalind New Zealand in 1949. Peoples of
these countries remained as British Subjects intiaddto becoming citizens of their own
countries. Common British Subject status alongsiggional citizenship throughout the
Commonwealth was phased out in the 1970's. Irdiaidestablished its own citizenship in 1936
when it adopted a quasi-republican constitution.

The Dominions, previously issuing British passpostsirted issuing their own passports after
1947-1948 when they created their own citizensiesy UK citizenship acts in 1948 and 1983
restricted the free travel of a British passportthie UK and remaining colonies only. Free
movement around the Empire-Commonwealth endedarl€60's when visa restrictions began
as countries were gaining independence. Todayjndiste British passports, once used
throughout one quarter of the world, no longer &exihey have been replaced by the new
burgundy-coloured European Union passports allowirdish people to have free access
throughout Europe, but not the Commonwealth. Bri®ibject status was ended in 1998 and
replaced with British Citizen status for resideotgshe UK and British Overseas Citizen status
for residents of British Overseas Territories.

In 1949, the Indian government stated that theyhedsfor their country to become a Republic
but they now wished to remain within the Commonwedh November of that year, a formula
was agreed upon called the London Declaration wheerequired common allegiance to the
Crown was dropped. Members could have whateveussttitey wished, but they would all
recognise the British Monarch in a new position'tsad of the Commonwealth’. Dominion
Status was ended in 1949 and Dominions had nownbe@@mpletely independent nations and
were restyled as Commonwealth Realms. In the futthe now completely independent
members of the Commonwealth would include RealnepuRlics and some even with their own
Monarchies. The title of the organisation was cle@hffom the British Commonwealth to the
Commonwealth of Nations to reflect this new realitembership is voluntary and all
Commonwealth countries continued to exchange Higm@issioners to each other instead of
ambassadors to recognise their special relationsmiperial Conferences of the British Prime
Minister with Dominion Prime Ministers were renamad Commonwealth Prime Ministers'
Conferences in 1944. Canada dropped the title 'Diomi from official use in 1949. Australia,
New Zealand, Ceylon and Fiji would continue to utsen an official sense for a few more
decades until they eventually either phased iboltecame republics.

India's Constituent Assembly, under its President Rajendra Prasad and Chairman of the
Drafting Committee B.R. Ambedkar, began the work doéfting the Constitution. On 26

January, 1949, the work was officially completedi am 26 January, 1950, the Dominion of
India became the Republic of India. Dr. RajendrasBd was elected by the Constituent
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Assembly to be the first President of India, takawgr from Governor General Rajgopalachari.
India thus officially severed its ties with the namohy, but opted to remain in the successor to
the British Empire, the Commonwealth of Nationglithhad made history by becoming the first
Republic to do so. The Dominion of Pakistan becaniepublic within the Commonwealth in
1956. Burma and Ceylon became independent in 1®@ma chose to leave the
Commonwealth, but Ceylon became a Dominion. The iDmm of Ceylon eventually became
the Republic of Sri Lanka in 1972, however remagnan Commonwealth member. All British
Monarchs previously had the title of sovereign @fréat Britain, Ireland and the British
Dominions beyond the Seas’. In 1953, Queen Elizabetropped that title and was crowned as
Queen of each of the Realms separately. She waghadirst monarch to adopt separate titles
for each of the Realms (such as Queen of CanadserQaf Australia, Queen of New Zealand),
and the first to include the new title 'Head of @@mmonwealth' in those titles. 1949 marked the
pivotal point at which the Commonwealth’s colonliedjacy was positively transformed into a
partnership based on equality, choice and consensus

Newfoundland, which had been its own Dominion, tewerted to colonial status in 1933, finally
decided to join Canada in 1949 after a referenda® held. Ireland was partitioned in 1921. The
northern six counties, with a Protestant majoréynained part of the renamed United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, but withith@wvn parliament at Stormont, in Belfast. The
Catholic South became a Dominion. However, unlike tother Dominions, it took its
independence seriously and adopted a de facto lfepuilzonstitution as Eire in 1937 remaining
neutral in World War Two. In 1949, Eire became tRepublic of Ireland and left the
Commonwealth.

World War |l fatally undermined Britain's alreadyeakened commercial and financial
leadership and heightened the importance of theibions and the United States as a source of
military assistance. Australian prime minister Jo@artin's unprecedented action (1942) in
successfully demanding the recall for home serdgteiustralian troops earmarked for the
defence of British-held Burma demonstrated that Daon governments could no longer be
expected to subordinate their own national interéstBritish strategic perspectives. Curtin had
written in a national newspaper the year before Astralia should look to the United States for
protection, rather than Britain. From 1942 to 19#&pan occupied almost the entire British East
Asian empire, taking Hong Kong, Malaya, Singapdterth Borneo and Burma away from the
British along with French and Dutch possessiongs€hwere recovered for the British Empire
after the Allied victory in 1945. After the war, Awalia and New Zealand joined with the United
States in the ANZUS regional security treaty in 19@lthough the US repudiated its
commitments to New Zealand following a 1985 disponer port access for nuclear vessels).
Interestingly, in 1940, then British Prime Ministéfinston Churchill offered full union of the
United Kingdom and France in order to strengthem risolve against German expansion in
Europe. This was rejected by France. However, i861%rench Prime Minister Guy Mollet
proposed the same thing in order to strengthen cEtandeclining position in the world,
especially with the Suez Crisis in the Middle Easdl the war for independence in Algeria. This
was rejected by the British.

In 1954, the name of the British Empire Games whanged to the British Empire and
Commonwealth Games and changed again to the B@ishmonwealth Games in 1966, finally
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dropping the word 'Empire' to reflect the changampstitutional situation. The word 'British’
was finally dropped in 1978 when the games becamplg the Commonwealth Games. The use
of the Imperial Crown was dropped from the gameg fin 2002 due to the majority of
Commonwealth members being republics. These gawauoe to be held today with teams
from every part of the Commonwealth and consistihghany more varied events. These games
are held between each set of Olympic Games andotaged around the Commonwealth in
different locations.

Egypt had become independent in 1922, howeveraiBrietained a military presence there. In
1952, a revolution ousted the pro-British King ofygt and a nationalist republic was
proclaimed. Gamal Abdel Nasser became Presidenthandianted British troops out of the
country. In 1956, he nationalised the Suez Canhichwvhasd been built and maintained by
Britain and France. The two colonial powers decittedttack Egypt to take back the canal, but
were forced to withdraw after international disapqal. The British Empire really came to an
end in 1956 after the Suez Crisis, in which thetéthiStates opposed Anglo-French intervention
in Egypt, seeing it as a doomed adventure likeljetpardise American interests in the Middle
East, and when serious post-war decolonisationrbeg#\frica, Asia, the Caribbean, and the
Pacific, with almost unseemly haste in the faceimmreasingly powerful (and sometimes
mutually conflicting) nationalist movements, withitain rarely fighting to retain any territories.
The full dismantling of the British Empire took tijf years — from 1947 to 1997. Colonies of
other powers such as France and Belgium, and Fatdugal, were becoming independent also.

Singapore became independent in two stages. ThisBdid not believe that Singapore would
be large enough to defend itself against othersealdherefore, Singapore was joined with
Malaya, Sarawak and North Borneo to form Malaygaruindependence from the Empire. This
short-lived union was dissolved in 1965 when Singagdeft Malaysia and achieved complete
independence. East Pakistan, physically separaded West Pakistan by India, fought and won
its independence from Pakistan as Bangladesh i8.197

The reign of Queen Elizabeth Il has seen the gifadismantling of the Empire. In the
Mediterranean, a guerrilla war waged by Greek @ypadvocates of union with Greece ended
(1960) in an independent Cyprus, although Britath rétain two military bases - Akrotiri and
Dhekelia. A referendum was held in Malta in 1956Gregration into the United Kingdom, but a
boycott by nationalists made this inconclusive. tdlaained independence in 1964. The end of
Britain's Empire in Africa came with exceptionapidity, often leaving the newly-independent
states ill-equipped to deal with the challengessaofereignty: Home rule and independence
movements began in Africa in the early 1950’s, nledeon the movement in India of the
1930’s. This started with a home rule campaign bgdkwame Nkrumah in the Gold Coast
(Ghana), in West Africa. This resulted in the daatof the first independent native-ruled
African Dominion in 1957, known as Ghana, broughtoiexistence ten years after Indian
independence. Sudan and Malaya also gained indepeadn the 1950s. Ghana's independence
was followed by that of Nigeria (1960), Sierra Lecend Tanganyika (1961), Uganda (1962),
Kenya and Zanzibar (1963), The Gambia (1965), Batew (formerly Bechuanaland) and
Lesotho (formerly Basutoland) (1966), the Federatod South Arabia (Aden) in 1967 and
Swaziland (1968). These countries joined the Conwealth. British withdrawal from the
southern and eastern parts of Africa was complichiethe region's white settler populations:
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Kenya had already provided an example in the Mau Mprising of violent conflict exacerbated
by white landownership and reluctance to concedgniha rule. Despite now being called
Commonwealth Realms, the Dominion of Kenya (19684)%nd later the Dominion of Fiji
(1970-1987) officially used those more traditiohités until they became republics.

Starting with Egypt in 1947, most countries lefé tBterling Area to adopt their own currencies
by the 1970’s. Today, the Pound Sterling is ohly ¢urrency of the United Kingdom, its Crown
dependencies (the Isle of Man and the Channelds)aand the British Overseas Territories of
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands,sBrifintarctic Territory and British Indian
Ocean Territory. The Manx pound, Jersey pound, @eyr pound, Gibraltar pound, Falkland
Islands pound and Saint Helenian pound are sepatatencies, pegged to Pound Sterling.
Egypt and Sudan still have separate Pound currendiee white-dominated Federation of
Rhodesia and Nyasaland was set up in 1953 aimiimglependence. However, without majority
participation in government, it ended in 1963, daled by the independence of Malawi
(formerly Nyasaland) and Zambia (the former Nonmh&hodesia) in 1964. After Zambian
independence, Southern Rhodesia (a self-govermatanyg since 1923) became Rhodesia. Its
white minority declared unilateral independence [UID 1965, rather than submit to equality
with black Africans. This was the only other tintnat white British settler colonists had rebelled
against Britain since the American Declarationafdpendence in 1776. The support of South
Africa’'s apartheid government kept the Rhodesigimre in place until 1979, when agreement
was reached on majority rule in an independent Aime which came into existnce in 1980.
Portugal granted independence to its African c@srall at once in 1975. Most of Britain's
Caribbean territories opted for eventual sepamtiependence after the failure of the West
Indies Federation (1958-62): Jamaica and Trinidad &obago (1962) were followed into
statehood by Barbados (1966). The smaller islafdiseoeastern Caribbean opted for the status
of Associated States with the United Kingdom in 72.96However, they moved to full
independence later on (1970's and 1980’s). The Quemains Sovereign in eight Caribbean
island nations and in Belize in Central Americaitdn's Pacific dependencies of Fiji, Solomon
Islands, New Hebrides (Vanuatu) and Gilbert andc&llislands (Kiribati and Tuvalu) also
underwent decolonisation in the 1970’s. Austrabaeyindependence to Papua New Guinea in
1975, which subsequently joined the Commonwealtith& end of Britain's 99-year lease of the
mainland New Territories, all of Hong Kong was reed to China in 1997. Realms also evolved
into republics; Sri Lanka, Sierra Leone, Malta,nidad & Tobago, Fiji and Mauritius made the
change. Even though Fiji became a republic in 1887as retained the Queen in the position of
Paramount Chief of the Great Council of Chiefsiin F

The old Dominions, which had stood loyally by Biita side during World War I, were
becoming far more nationalistic in the second ldithe 2¢' Century. Canada was the first
Dominion to introduce its own citizenship in 194&s distinct from the common imperial
citizenship of British subjects. This was followeg the abolition of appeals to the Judicial
Committee of the Privy Council in London in 1948ahe appointment of the first Canadian-
born Governor General in 1952. Moves to adopt gumiCanadian flag to replace the Union
Jack and Canadian Red Ensign as Canada’s natilagal lbegan seriously in 1946, and were
finally achieved after much debate and disagreematht adoption of the Maple Leaf flag as
Canada's national flag in 1965. Loyalist Ontarial &tanitoba reacted against this change by
bringing in their own red ensigns with their badgesthe fly, which they still use today. The
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Union Jack was also confirmed as Canada's Roygl thhacontinue to be used to show the
allegiance to the Crown. The last constitutionattoml by Britain was removed in 1982 when
Canada finally adopted its own constitution. Howevlee Queen remains Sovereign of Canada.
Canada joined a free trade agreement (NAFTA) withWnited States and Mexico in 1988. The
title Dominion of Canada is no longer officiallyads

Australia, New Zealand and the Union of South Adriollowed Canada and introduced their
own citizenships in 1948-49. Abolition of appealghie Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
in London and the appointment of a locally-born &oor General soon came. However, New
Zealand did not do so for many years later. In 1968 Australian Government passed the
Australian Flags Act which formally replaced theidimJack with the Australian blue ensign as
its national flag. The Union Jack continued to &ipngside the blue ensign national flag in
New Zealand well into the 1950's, and in some cam#sad of it. The Union Jack was featured
on the New Zealand coat of arms until 1956, whewai$ replaced with a crown. Eventually, the
Union Jack was phased out in New Zealand in faebonly the blue ensign national flag.

In the Union of South Africa, use of the Union Jaténgside the national flag was abolished in
1958. South Africa was transformed into a republitside the Commonwealth in 1961 after a
very narrow victory for republican status in a refelum during the previous year. It left the
Commonwealth after criticism of its Apartheid pglicThe mandate over South-West Africa,
held since 1919, was terminated in 1990 when iabmecindependent within the Commonwealth
as Namibia. The Republic of South Africa also neéal to the Commonwealth in 1994 after the
abandonment of Apartheid. South Africa then ado@tetew national flag which deleted the
Union Jack and the flags of the old Boer Republics.

Australian states and New Zealand also had a do@ustitutional link with Britain until 1986
when Australian and New Zealand constitutional Actally ended these links in that year. A
referendum was held on republican status for Aligtra 1999, but was defeated. The Queen
remains Sovereign in Australia and in New Zealamdich maintained very close links with
Britain, including a vast majority of trade untitigain joined the E.E.C. in 1973. Australia and
New Zealand are now forging economic ties with bhgaAsian states, and republicanism is
growing in those two countries, particularly in Awadia. Proposals for new distinctive national
flags deleting the Union Jack in the corner are &lsing discussed. The title Dominion of New
Zealand was changed to the Realm of New Zealanstrélia remains as the Commonwealth of
Australia, where republicanism is strong and anotleéerendum on becoming a republic is
anticipated.

Residual powers of the British Parliament overDimeninions were finally removed, making the
Dominions totally independent, by the Union of Soéffrica becoming a republic in 1961, the
passage of the Canada Act 1982, the Australia 886,1and the New Zealand Constitution Act
1986. The Queen is also Sovereign in nine countnigke Caribbean and three in the Pacific,
independent since the 1960’s.

Britain's pursuit from 1961 and attainment of Ewwap Community membership weakened the

old commercial ties to the Dominions, ending thprivileged access to the UK market.
Commonwealth preferential trade ended when Britaimered the European Economic
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Community (now European Union) in 1973 and most fmens of the Sterling Area left the bloc
to peg their currencies with the United States &olBy then, only a few small possessions
remained, most of which were proceeding toward pedelence. After the granting of
independence within the British Empire, nationaltbmeatened the unity of the United Kingdom
itself. 26 of the 32 counties of Ireland had sedefdem the United Kingdom in 1922 to become
the Irish Free State, which in turn declared itgelfie facto republic in 1937 and leaving the
Commonwealth altogether in 1949. Separatism bégaise in the rest of the United Kingdom.
Welsh nationalists demanded Dominion Status fore#&/als early as 1934. Independence for
Wales remains a long-term objective after the nnoreediate goal of a Welsh Parliament within
a federal United Kingdom. In 1946, some Ulster Wists began to consider Dominion Status
for Northern Ireland. Sectarian violence blew up Niorthern Ireland after 1969 between
Unionists and Nationalists who wanted to join thshl Republic. This later ended in the 1990’s
with power-sharing. Nationalists in Scotland wishnhake the country into a Commonwealth
Realm, demanding independence from the UK Goverhnber retaining the allegiance to the
Crown.

The end of Britain's 400-year old trans-oceanic Eengvas made official in 1998 when the
remaining British territories ceased to be CrowrnoGes and were given the new status of
British Overseas Territories. Their inhabitants dme British Overseas Citizens with equal
rights to those in the UK. Some did not want to #ralr colonial statusGibraltar, for example,
felt that it risked absorption ypan if Britain withdrew.Britain fought a war againgtrgentina

in 1982 to retain control of thEalkland Island. A referendum on independence was held in
Bermuda in 1995, but it was rejected by an overmingj majority. The issue remains a priority
for some of the island’s politicians. Others like Belena and Anguilla were just too small to
become independent. Politicians in the Turks angtdSalslands, a British Dependency in the
Caribbean, have often discussed joining Canada. Biitesh Empie had completely and
peacefully transformed into tli@mmonwealth of Natiagby the late 20th Century.

The Commonwealth of Nations

The moderrCommonwealth of Natiswas founded in 1949 with only eight members inigd
seven realms and one republic; today, there aiadg&pendent members of tR@mmonwealth

of Natiors, 16 of which are realms that recognise Queen B#ittall as Sovereign, five have
their own indigenous monarchies and 33 are repsiblibere are also two almost-independent
associated states dfew Zealad and 13 remaining British dependencies, now refetceas
British Oversea Territories. About 95% of theBritish Empile remains voluntarily within the
Commonwealth today. The Commonwealth has evolvedethimes. In 1931, th®ritish
Commonwealt was formed of just autonomo@sitish Empire dominions. In 1949, it evolved
into theCommonwealth of Nati®asIndia joined as the first republican member. In 199%, th
first non-formerBritish Empite territories joined the Commonwealthozambiqgwe, a former
Portuguese colony in southeAfrica, and Cameroa, consisting of both former British and
French mandates, became members of the CommonwaaltB95, thus, for the first time,
extending the organisation beyond the borders @ffehmerBritish Empile. Rwand, a former
Belgian mandate, became the second country withistorical links to theBritish Empire to
join the Commonwealth in 2009. Other aspirant megtigoarticularly inAfrica, are expected to
apply to join the Commonwealth after 2009, as fersf many programmes as a stable English-
speaking bloc. Since the 1980’s, members are redjuo adhere to democracy, respect human
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rights and use English as an official language. Thenmonwealth has no formal structure or
constitution, but is an organisation of independstates cooperating with each other. Even
though most members are republics and some evem thauw own monarchies, all members
recognise Queen Elizabeth Il as Head of the Commealily, a purely ceremonial position, as
was agreed upon when the organisation was estatllish1949. To this day, members exchange
High Commissioners instead of ambassadors. Commadtiw®rime Ministers’ Conferences
became Commonwealth Heads of Government MeetinggO@&M) in 1971, which continue
every two years to the present.

The original Empire Day on May 24 became Commoniked&lay in 1958. However, to
symbolise a break with the colonial past, since6l@ommonwealth Day is held on the second
Monday in March. The Queen’s Official Birthday iselebrated as a holiday in th&lkland
Islands in April, in Cana@ in May, in the United Kingdon and otherBritish Oversea
Territories, Australia, New Zealad and Fiji in June. Canada is the only country in the
Commonwealth which still celebrates the originalNdy Empire Day holiday, a day which is
no longer observed even in the United Kingdom. Thmotoday, it is known in Canada as
Victoria Day and has also been the present morsadffitial birthday in that country since
1957.

All of the African and Asian Commonwealth countrieave become republics except a few
which have their own indigenous monarchs. Howeweaddition to the United Kingdom, Queen
Elizabeth Il remains sovereign of Canada, Austraheew Zealand, Papua New Guinea,
Caribbean and Pacific Island nations, as well asaneing British Overseas Territories such as
Gibraltar, Bermuda, the Falkland Islands, St. HeaJem few Caribbean islands and Antarctic
Territories. This may change in the future as nresms of the Queen may become republics.
The Queen remains sovereign of more land than drer diead of state in the world, though not
as much as in the early days of her reign whemwsisealso Queen of countries such as South
Africa and Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). In each of healms, except the United Kingdom, the
Queen is represented by a Governor General andwl&wmvernors in the states of Australia and
by Lieutenant Governors in the provinces of Canada.

Beside the Royal Standard usedBirtain, the Queen has adopted distinctive personal fiaigs
some of her other realms: @anaa, Australia, New Zealad, Jamaia andBarbade. She also
had personal flags iSierra Leoer, Trinidad & Tobag, Malta andMauritius when they realms
before they became republics. All Governors Generéthe realms used a blue flag with a lion
and crown and a scroll bearing the country’s namet.cCanad, Fiji (when it was a realm),
Solomon Island andNew Zealad now use distinctive variations. Canada has adioth maple
leaf, New Zealand has a national shield as of 2608,had a whale’s tooth on its former
Governor General's flag, and Solomon Islands higate bird. Commonwealth countries have
also adopted distinctive military ensigns thatsmeilar to the British ones.

Constitutional change will continue to occurAasstralia, New Zealad, Jamaia andBarbads
may become republics. Fijian leaders wish to restbe Queen as Sovereigdouth Afria,
Pakistm and Fiji had left the Commonwealth but later return&imbabwe (the former
Rhodesa) left the Commonwealth in 2003 over criticism & land reform policy of seizing
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white-owned farms and redistributing them to Afrisa However, Zimbabwean opposition
leaders have expressed an interest in returnittget€ommonwealth.

A permanent Commonwealth Secretariat and Secr&@aneral were established in 1965 in
London. The Commonwealth offers aid, business, educdtiaa election-monitoring
programmes to member countries. Commonwealth Hea@overnment meetings (CHOGM)
are held every two years and Commonwealth Gamebeddeevery four years. Improved trade
links among members is also being discussed, imgjudotential free trade and climate change
arrangements. The Commonwealth will continue tdwevin the future.

Britain Extends Its Reach Again In the 21st Century

As decolonisation and the Cold War were gatheriogientum during the 1950s, an uninhabited
rock in the Atlantic Ocean, Rockall, became thée tegritorial land acquisition of the United
Kingdom. Concerns that the Soviet Union might dse island to spy on a British missile test
prompted the Royal Navy to land a party and offigialaim the rock in the name of the Queen
in 1955. In 1972 the Island of Rockall Act formallycorporated the island into tHénited
Kingdom.

In September 200Britain (United Kingdon) prepared to claim tens of thousands of square
kilometres of Atlantic seabed around some of thenty's remote island possessioBsitain
planned to exploit an international rule that akolcountries to claim underwater territory as far
away as 560 km from its shoreline. The deadlinestdymitting claims was May 2009. There
were five claims in total that thegK put forward. They were in the Bay of Biscay; ardun
Ascension; off the British Antarctic Territory; anod the Falkland Islands ar8buth Georg;

and in the Hatton/Rockall basin.

A new grab for control of the seabed off Antarctizas triggered by British plans to claim

sovereign rights over more than a million squaterketres of territory. The claims included

areas around the Falkland Islands, 13,000 km frloenBritish mainland, Ascension Island, a
volcanic island in the middle of the Atlantic, aRadckall, a tiny, uninhabited rock 320 km off

the Scottish coast. The British government alsedfia claim under the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea by 2009 for a wide swath of oneiamlsquare km of undersea territory adjacent
to the British Antarctic Territory.
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Preliminary talks on Rockall were held in late Sepber 2007 in Iceland. The head of law of the
sea division of Britain's hydrographic office sthtbat the Falklands claim were the most likely
to be contentious. The status of the British-rulkleads was hotly disputed by Argentina, which
also claimed sovereignty over the islands and foagtvar over the territory in 1982. Britain
submitted to the United Nations a joint claim witrance, Spain and the Irish Republic for part
of the Bay of Biscay. It was also in discussionghwceland, Ireland and Denmark on a joint
claim in the Hattan-Rockall area off the west cad#sBcotland and was working on a claim to
extend around the Falkland Islands, South Geongih/Asscension Island. The planned British
submission to the UN was closely watched by Austrahd other nations with claims on
Antarctica, perhaps triggering competing claimschielogy did not yet exist to reach mineral
deposits that can sit as far as four or five mi8&m) under water. During the northern summer
of 2007, Russia was subject to criticism for makolgims beneath the Arctic Ocean, while
France registered a claim to thousands of squdoen&tres around New Caledonia, in the
Pacific.

In February 2010, a new diplomatic row betweenUinged Kingdom and Argentina occurred
over sovereignty of the Falkland Islands. The Bhitbegan drilling for oil near the islands and
this angered Argentina which claimed the Falklarigientina ruled out ever using military
force again to regain control of the islands, dsad done in 1982 and lost. However, Argentina
did get the support of Mexico, Latin American caigg and Caribbean countries in its bid to
reinforce its claim to sovereignty over the Falklanwhich it called Las Malvinas. The dispute
over the oil-drilling was taken to the United Naisofor a hearing. This would open a new set of
negotiations over sovereignty of the islands, whosabitants made clear that they wished to
remain British. Spain also claimed sovereignty oBetish-ruled Gibraltar whose inhabitants
wanted self-government under the British Crown.iSpdéso wished to reopen negotiations over
the sovereignty of Gibraltar.

8. The Future

The Commonwealth at 60

In 2009, the modern Commonwealth celebrated ité @biniversary. Its future is subject to
debate. Many people believe that the Commonwealshbecome too weak and nearly irrelevant
in today’s world, but its potential could be gread should be realised. This is despite the fact
that the Commonwealth operates many good progranwhesh aid people and countries all
over the world. Some are calling for a revitalisatof the Commonwealth with a restoration of
its economic ties and a stronger role for the Commealth in international diplomacy.
‘Commonwealth Advantage’ is an international thitank set up in the 1990’s, headed by
Canadian Sinclair Stevens, to examine the econgutential of the Commonwealth and
promote trade among its members. The United Kingdimlependence Party adopted
Commonwealth free trade as policy in 2007. The Ubh&&rvatives began to advocate for a
stronger and wider Commonwealth in 2009. Canadar dv&gan negotiating a free trade
agreement with the European Union which would resezonomic ties with Britain through the
E.U.

The future direction of the Commonwealth includbagh its role and expanding its membership,
and the succession to the Crown after the deat@Quden Elizabeth Il, will be subject to
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discussion at future CHOGM'’s (Commonwealth Head&o¥ernment Meeting), held every two
years. The next British Monarch does not automiéyiteecome Head of the Commonwealth as
this has to be agreed upon. It has even been dedgt®t it may be changed to a rotating
position appointed at CHOGM'’s. The future of then@oonwealth, and what shape it will take,
is definitely a subject for debate in the early' Zentury.

In November of 2005, at the Commonwealth Businessr8it in Malta, the final communique stated that
countries should consider “the possibility of e8tiiing a Commonwealth preferential, or free trade
area” should the WTO’s Doha Round prove fruitléssur years on, the success of that round has tseen a
elusive as the action to make good on that statemde@ommonwealth climate change agreement was
achieved at the 2009 CHOGM. For the first timepn+@mmonwealth leaders from Europe and the
United Nations attended the 2009 CHOGM to disclissate change. The future direction, survival and
growth of the Commonwealth will continue to be debla

Interest in the Commonwealth is increasing andotiganisation is growing. There is now a list
of many other applicant countriedladagasca and Algeria, both former French colonies, and
Sudan and Yemen, both former British territories, have applied jon the Commonwealth.
Membership criteria for joining the Commonwealthswaviewed in 2007 and any country with
an historical constitutional link to an existing miger may join in the future. This opens the door
to many countries around the world being able . jangola, Eritrea, Israd, Palestir, Ireland,
Senegh Somalilarl, East Time and Camboda have considered joining. The former Soviet
republic of Georgia in western Asia and the Demitci@epublic of the Congo have expressed
interest in becoming parts of the Commonwealth. @pposition pro-democracy movement in
Burma (Myanma) is interested in joining also.

Lord Howell's Commonwealth Mark Two

If the Commonwealth today were an economic bloayould be equal in size to the United
States; it would have thirteen of the world’s fasigrowing economies; it would possess most of
the world’s leading ‘knowledge economies’ outsidette US; it would have one third of the
world’s population; and would represent forty petcef the membership of the World Trade
Organisation. If an agreement were achieved anduld bring per capita incomes up to a level
comparable with the developed world, the Commontheabuld have an economy valued at
over US$45 trillion — the equivalent of adding twnbined GDP’s of the European Union with
that of NAFTA — then doubling it. For small and é&ping nations of the Commonwealth, such
an initiative is a positive reaction to their caits “trade, not aid” and a genuine response ,to
such programmes as NEPAD and individual nationajets for UN Millennium development
goals. Already, Australia has negotiated, or isotieging, FTA’s with New Zealand, Singapore,
and Malaysia. New Zealand is doing likewise. Canadia present, is pursuing similar
arrangements with Singapore and the members of CAORI.

Lord Howell of Guildford has proposed a Commonwedtark Two Plan. He was Shadow
Deputy Leader of the Lords, a former Minister ire tgovernments of Edward Heath and
Margaret Thatcher, from 1987-1997, and he was wefairof the Commons Foreign Affairs
Committee. Today the Commonwealth contains seveth@fmost dynamic economies in the
world - India, Australia, New Zealand, Malaysian&pore, Canada and the United Kingdom.
The hi-tech wave is coming from Asia, and from &h particular, which is scheduled by 2025
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to have a national product larger than the wholé&Veistern Europe - the jewel indeed in the
Commonwealth network of the future. Lord Howelllarpfor a second Commonwealth could
make Britain great again.

Today the Commonwealth contains seven of the mgsardic economies in the worldndia,
Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia, Singapore, Canadand theUnited Kingdom. Forget the
old ideas of primary producers selling to the richgest, or Western investment in the
impoverished East or South. Today the growing eafibws are changing as Indian, Chinese
and other Asiatic enterprises nose their way intooge. The hi-tech wave is coming from the
East, and from India in particular, which is scHeduby 2025 to have a national product larger
than the whole of Western Europe - the jewel indeethe Commonwealth network of the
future. But despite all this, some doubts remaiidv&an the Commonwealth really cohere on
vital issues? Can it deliver real weight and poveegue the corner of the smaller and poorer
countries in a way that the EU most notably dodsdiog and present one front on the really key
issues of democracy, rule of law, human rights ldvpolicing and a general commitment to free
societies and free enterprise? The answer is tigatrtodern Commonwealth certainly has the
right underlying common values, but if it is to &e effective platform the framework needs to
be strengthened and enlarged.

In effect, the Commonwealth should develop its daneign policy. It should stretch out and
work with other like-minded democracies who, alemth many existing members, want to be
pro-American but not subservient, and have thein @erspective on key world issues, not an
American-imposed onelapan is one obvious example. But so, too, are countikesPoland,
Turkey, Norway, the three Baltic states dfatvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Italy, Thailand and
even some of the democratising Gulf states sucthadJnited Arab Emirates, Bahrein,
Kuwait, Quatar and Oman. Put this group together with the existing memhigrand one
would have a kind of Commonwealth Mark Two, a raldy point for the planet's "good guys"
and a coalition of real migt{tt would contain more than a third of the world's GNP), size,
experience and influence. It would also be a vagthater source of soft power and influence for
Britain - the origin of the whole undertaking - thanything on offer from Brussels, or indeed
from the battered United Nations. Even on issules handling Iran - a matter for the Asian
powers and Russia as much as it is for the Wesh#@ps even more so), a strong and wise voice
from this greater Commonwealth would get a betesgeption than threats of force from
Washington, or the ignored diplomacy of the EU. Aarkl Two Commonwealth is not the
complete answer. But it could do better than amgHorthcoming from the dated 20th-century
institutions that Britain has inherited. It woultb@ be a golden chance for Britain to make her
full contribution, in a way that our feeble foreignlicy just does not permit at present.
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